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In March when we first started sheltering in place and the threat and reality 

of the Coronavirus was settling into our collective consciousness, I read an 

article by dream researcher, Dr. Deirdre Barrett, who said that there is 

usually an increase in dream life after a crisis. She had started collecting 

coronavirus dreams and studying their patterns. Not surprisingly, there 

were lots of variations on scary bug dreams. 

  

She said our dreams offer us an alternative way to process the emotions of 

events that impact our lives. When we dream, our prefrontal cortex that 

controls our ability to think in a linear and logical way is damped down. 

Our verbal areas are less active, so we think about the same things but in a 

different way. This results in more intuitive interpretation of things. Our 

dreams give us insight into what we’re feeling but may have difficulty 

expressing. 

 

As we’ve read in the past few weeks, Jacob’s life has been complicated 

from the very beginning, and it's about to get even more complicated.  

 

Running from one messy family matter, headlong into another. Soon he’ll 

meet Rachel at the well, fall in love at first sight,  and then spend several 

years working his tail off so he can marry her, only to be tricked into 

marrying her sister Leah. Eventually he will marry several women and he’ll 



father at least 13 children whose internal conflicts will cause him much 

grief.  

 

So it's interesting that in this moment of transition and uncertainty in 

Jacob’s life, it is a dream that brings him some clarity.  The dream includes 

a promise for his future family and God’s promise to always be with him.  

 

But it seems like the promise of future prosperity goes mostly unnoticed.  It 

is the reality of God’s presence in that place and in that moment that 

impresses him the most. 

 

Our text says: 
“16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this 

place, and I was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome 

is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of 

heaven.”  

Through his dream, Jacob has fully experienced God’s presence. The 

ground shifts below his feet to reveal an unseen reality. 

The object in Jacob’s dream that receives most of the focus traditionally is 

Jacob’s ladder, an imaginative doorway between heaven and earth, but the 

object that caught my attention this time was the rock pillow he chooses 

after a long day of travel. 

 



I mean isn’t that what you do after a long hike out in the wilderness, grab a 

big rock to lay your head down on before you go to sleep? 

 

And it’s not like Jacob is a rough and tumble kind of guy, he stays in the 

tent cooking while his brother Esau is out in the fields roughing it to the 

point of starvation. 

 

So it made me wonder about the rock...could it be possible that the rock 

Jacob lays his head on brings him into contact with something essential 

that leads to his noticing the reality of God? 

 

Marking that reality, he takes his stone pillow and pours oil on it as an act 

of consecration, to mark the place where he first understood completely 

with gut certainty that God is here among us. He names this place Bethel, 

the house of God. It becomes a touchstone, a place set aside to encounter 

the holy. 

 

Turning for a moment to the Parable of the Wheat and the Tare, much has 

been said about our inadequacy to judge well what is evil and what is not 

evil. 

 

In an average year, this lesson might lead us to thinking about letting go 

and letting God decide where the evil resides in our lives and to wait 

patiently for God to root it out and destroy it.  

 



But evil seems to have so clearly reared its ugly head in these past few 

years it doesn’t seem like an adequate response. Especially considering 

the arc of the book of Matthew, that clearly is a call to active participation in 

the healing of the world. 

 

Also, as we are reminded several times a year in our baptismal covenant 

we promise to resist evil, so if we can’t name it when we see it, how can we 

do that? How do we discern evil and what does resisting evil look like? 

 

This is a question that theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer spent considerable 

time thinking, praying and writing about under the oppressive forces of Nazi 

Germany.  Boenhoffer says seeing evil is an outcome of ultimate trust and 

allegiance to Jesus. Daily prayer, study and involvement with the church, 

he argues, create a fundamental shift in reality. Immersion in this reality as 

opposed to being swamped by the problems in the “real” world, cause a 

reorientation that allows us to see through the lens of our faith tradition and 

to notice when secular ideas are out of step with building the beloved 

kingdom. 

 

Prayer grounds us in the reality of Jesus Christ who is both with us 

intimately and simultaneously redeeming the world. 

 

On Bonhoeffer’s thinking, theologian Lisa Dahil says: 

“Prayer in and of itself is the very heart of resistance, not "prior" to real 

resistance or something ancillary, a selfish luxury...prayer itself is 



resistance and opens a different world shaped by God. The practices of 

Christian life, nourishing that deepest commitment, provide the means by 

which authentic  

resistance, and an alternate vision of reality, can ever be sustained over 

the long haul. Thus the foremost strategy of Bonhoeffer's resistance to evil 

is surely - most undramatically and yet transformingly - the practice of daily 

prayer, Scripture reading, community worship, and confession by which he 

and those in his closest circles stayed close to a very different Reality than 

the one proclaimed in Nazi pulpits, Nazi newspapers, Nazi newsreels. “ 

These practices of faith nourish the profound levels of discernment, vision, 

hope, and courage that make truly effective resistance possible.” 

https://www.elca.org/JLE/Articles/837 

 

Prayer and study of our texts is powerful because it changes us. 

 

If you join us this afternoon for our theology potluck you’ll hear Walter 

Bruggeman talk about the biblical idea of Jubilee. 

 

Jubilee was a land management and social equity practice that freed 

slaves and relieved debts every 50 years. It was intended to equalize 

wealth and to prevent disparities in communities. Brueggeman argues 

persuasively that debt relief is Biblical. Income redistribution is not some 

crazy left wing idea but has solid Biblical roots. 

 

https://www.elca.org/JLE/Articles/837


When we have systems in our governments that abuse some for the 

benefit of others we need to seriously pray together and to consider what 

the alternate reality of our faith tells us. 

 

There have been cries for defunding the police that I admit I was slow to 

understand. Luckily I have two people living in my household from the 

generation who is pushing hard for those reforms to discuss the issue with. 

I have had to ask myself these past few weeks, where my resistance to that 

idea comes from? Is my fear that we need more time to remake a more just 

system? That we need to train community based responders who can 

replace police?  Or could it be that the system is working fine for me and I 

fear losing something that makes me feel safe. Who will come if people are 

in trouble I wondered?  

 

But if you are black or brown do you have any guarantee that the police 

you call will protect you when you need protection? The cry to defund the 

police is in reality a cry to create a system of justice based on compassion 

not violence, and that sounds like Jesus to me. 

 

The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares speaks of the end times or the 

end of the world as it currently is. The genre this parable belongs to is 

apocalyptic literature.  

 



Contrary to popular usage, an apocalypse is not the end of everything, but 

is  a breaking through from hiddenness, a pulling back the curtain, a lifting 

of the veil to reveal an unseen reality. 

 

Apocalyptic stories both set the present moment in light of the future and 

set the unseen reality of the present in the present. They reveal the reality 

of Jesus Christ present in every circumstance of our lives.  

 

Jesus Christ ushers in  the new heaven and the new earth, and makes 

possible a constant rearranging of the world mankind fabricates to make 

things right. 

 

There is a popular saying among some Christains, What would Jesus do? 

I really do like that question, when it is seriously engaged and especially 

when it is asked in the context of what did Jesus do? 

 

What would Jesus do in the face of police brutality? What would Jesus do 

about overt expressions of racism and racial violence.  

 

As followers of Jesus what will we do?  

 

Paul says: 
“18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 

glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager 

expectation for the children of God to be revealed.” 



We become the glory of God, or God revealed when we practice love as a 

way of life. When we are oriented in the way of Jesus, evil slaps us in the 

face when we see it. We do not have to stand idly by in the face of evil. 

What has already been revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ, is the 

way to love kindness and do justice and walk humbly with our God.  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 


