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God’s Love 

It was an extremely hot, humid day in early December,1968.  I was an artillery forward 

observer with a Marine rifle company, and we were on the first day of a two-day patrol in 

the mountainous jungle of western Vietnam just south of the DMZ.  I clearly remember 

stopping and sitting on the side of the trail next to some elephant grass.  I started 

thinking of a can of Coca Cola!  Take a moment.  It was hot, humid, I was sweating and 

thirsty.  I started to imagine going to a soda machine and buying an ice cold can of 

Coke.  Try to visualize the tiny droplets quickly forming and running down the sides of 

the can, the coldness of the can – in fact so cold you can barely hold it.  Imagine as you 

take the first gulps, the cold, sweet, sugary, carbonated liquid doing down your throat.  

This is what I was thinking about as I rested on the trail.  Unfortunately, there were 

obviously no soda machines, so I settled for a swig a warm water from my canteen. 

I had the opportunity to be like Esau in today’s Old Testament reading from Genesis, 

who is willing to give it all up just for a bowl of red lentil stew and a piece of bread. 

Sometimes, we will pay nearly any price to feel good, without necessarily giving a 

second thought to what the immediate consequences are. It is also known as immediate 

gratification or impulse buying. Jacob successfully takes advantage of Esau’s hunger to 

get the birthright, or blessing, that rightly belongs to Esau and becomes the leader of 

Israel. In Biblical times a person’s birthright was unbelievably valuable and giving it 

another person would be like trading your inheritance for a Big Mac or a can of Coca 

Cola! 

Would I have paid as high of price as Esau did to Jacob?  I don’t think so, but I would 

have probably paid $500 in today’s money for that can of Coke!   

How did Esau feel after he realized what he had given for an immediate gratification?  I 

think he realized that he just traded his inheritance for a Big Mac and while burgers are 

good, they’re not that good!  Esau is an example of a person putting himself before God 

and his neighbors.   

But what if God had delivered that ice cold can of Coke to me from the heavens?   I 

could have slowly drunk the liquid from the can while 30 others watched and I silently 

communicated, “I just got mine!  Too bad for the rest of you!”?  Or I could have shared 

that can of precious liquid allowing each person to take a sip.  Would I have put myself 

and my immediate needs before God and my neighbors?  Would I have shared by love 

of Christ by sharing my can of Coke with others?   

Let’s look at the Gospel reading -  the parable Jesus shares with us about soil and 

sowing. There was rocky soil, scorched, dry soil, and good soil. Most of us probably 

think of ourselves as the good soil.  But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 

one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one 

case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.   We are probably good soil 

some of the time but like Esau, get distracted and put our immediate needs and self-
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interests before God.  We know people from each of the soil types and most of us shift 

from one type of soil to another, perhaps several times in the same day depending on 

our needs.   

When Paul was writing to the Romans, he used the word “flesh” to describe his way of 

living. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. Paul used the word “flesh” to describe his way of living life.  Before his encounter 

with Christ Paul was a privileged person in his Jewish community and the Roman 

empire.  He had Roman citizenship which brought him opportunities to abuse and 

misuse others.  He was able to persecute others in the name of God and foster slavery.  

Then Christ came to Paul on the road to Damascus and his life changed.  Paul was 

thankful that Christ literally bought him with all his faults and debts and made him his.  

Paul lived a life of righteousness with the right intention from that moment forward. 

Today’s lessons are telling us how we can enjoy the abundance of God.  Because we 

are fleshy creatures, we crave food, shelter, work, leisure time, and love.  These are 

things that God wants to provide.  But how often do we crave the excesses, or extras in 

life?  How often do these excesses become necessities?  Money, more money, luxury 

cars, sailboats, piles of clothes, large houses, luxury trips are some of the things we 

crave.  In Biblical times gold, palaces, chariots, galleys, purple tunics, slaves, and one’s 

own coliseum equipped with gladiators might have represented similar types of 

abundance that people craved.  

God is the God of all.  God sees us as brothers and sisters, regardless of our race, 

background, political affiliation, or the size of our possessions.  Often, we know this in 

our heads but sometimes it is difficult to feel this in our hearts.  When have you 

struggled to feel that God was also the God of someone very unlike you?  What might 

you do to feel more like a brother or sister quite different from yourself? 

Today we face two major challenges:  racism and the coronavirus.   

Discrimination and treatment of African Americans have dominated the news since the 

death of George Floyd.  We are questioning the role and actions of police.  We are 

questioning the credibility of those who became founders and leaders of the United 

States. We are questioning the recognition of Confederate leaders during the Civil War.  

What is God asking us to do?  This seems like a good time to turn to God and Jesus for 

guidance.  What would Jesus do? 

We are questioning the guidelines of the coronavirus.  Do I really have to wear a mask?  

Why should I follow social distancing?  Is the coronavirus really that bad or does the 

news just exaggerate it?  It’s time to move to Phase 3 or Phase 4.  Are we becoming 

like Esau and just want our needs met now and we’ll worry about the rest later or are 

these legitimate questions?  This seems like a good time to turn to God’s guidance for 

answers.  What would Jesus do?   
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What extras do you have in your life?  I know Leslie and I have been blessed with more 

than our share and we must strive to focus on what God wants for us, not what we want 

for ourselves. What type of soil are you?  How often do you change soil types? 

This is a time to ask yourself what kind of sower of seeds you are. Are you sowing 

seeds that are all about you, ensuring you have the best soil and most seeds?   Are you 

sowing your seeds by living the life God wants for you and being an example for the rest 

of us to follow?  Are you sowing your seeds by sharing your love of Christ with others?  

Are you sowing your seeds by loving your neighbor as yourself?  With the coronavirus 

pandemic and the racism crises gripping our country each of us have numerous 

opportunities to really practice sowing the seeds of loving our neighbors and becoming 

the good soil.  These actions can be as simply as wearing a mask, staying at home, or 

practicing social distancing.  I know many of you send personal notes and make phone 

calls to people in our Christ Church community, so they don’t feel so isolated. It can be 

an increasing awareness and focus on changing racism.   

Today’s lessons are about how we love God.  God wants us to experience the true 

treasures from heaven that not only comes from God but is what God is: the self-

sustaining, self-maintaining abundance of the basics of life.  God wants to give us 

unconditionally what we need materially, emotionally, and spiritually for our physical 

bodies and for our souls.  The hard question is not about the word of God, but rather 

about our intention and commitment to use and share the abundance that God has 

given us, including God’s word.   

I believe God is speaking to us – actually shouting – to deal with the pandemic crisis 

and the inclusion of the black community by ensuring we are the good soil and are 

sowing the seeds of love, compassion, and putting the needs of others before our 

immediate desires.  Remember God is the God of everyone.  We are brothers and 

sisters in the eyes of God and loved by God regardless of our differences. 

Read Psalm 119, verses 105-112 again.  The words will keep you on God’s path. 

It is urgent that we practice sowing God’s seeds and becoming the fertile, rich soil.  

Today we have an opportunity to show our love for God and our neighbor.  God is 

always present and waiting to greet us. It is time to share the abundance of God with 

our friends, neighbors, and community.  

AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 


