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Proper 13 - All Ate and Were Filled                           Reverend Deacon Eric Johnson 

Prelude: Herod and Discernment Redux 

- Today’s Gospel reading begins with this sentence, “Jesus withdrew in a boat to a 
deserted place by himself.”  

• Which sounds, on its own, like Jesus simply wanted some away time to pray in peace 
and quiet 

- But there was a more sinister reason that Jesus went away, and that sinister reason lied 
in the person of Herod the Tetrarch of Galilee/ 

• We read, at the beginning of this chapter in Matthew’s Gospel, that “Herod the ruler 
heard reports about Jesus, and he said to his servants, ‘This Jesus is John the Baptist; 
he has been raised from the dead, and for this reason, John’s powers are at work in 
him. 

- In other words, “I just beheaded John the Baptist.  Jesus of Nazareth was baptized 
by John. Jesus, through his healings and his teachings, seems to be drawing great 
crowds. So perhaps it’s time that I call in Jesus so we can discuss current events.” 

- A similar invitation hadn’t worked out so well for John the Baptist, and Jesus, no 
doubt, understood, that when a despot who is in fear of losing his absolute power 
over people wants to call you in for a private conversation, it may be a good time to 
maintain a lower profile and consider some additional options.  

- So Jesus again looks for a deserted place in the wilderness, the same kind of place to 
which he withdrew after he was baptized in the Jordan by John. 

• In his first wilderness experience, Jesus had discerned that his ministry was to 
proclaim the Good News about the Kingdom of God  

- But now, it seems that that Jesus needed to further discern his mission in light of 
these changed circumstances with Herod, and he may have wanted to pray in 
solitude to better discern God’s will . 

- But Jesus never had to chance for that quiet discernment time.  

• As soon as he stepped off the boat, he saw a great crowd of people, who were 
looking…for him. 

• If Jesus were looking for a sign of what God wanted him to do, he certainly received a 
sign that God has a sense of humor.  

- God seemingly says, “Are you looking for a sign? Well, this sign is not going to be “a 
still quiet voice. This sign is going to be in the form of 5,000 men (besides women 
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and children, Matthew tells us). And they’ll all be looking for you. Now that’s what I 
call a Sign. (with a Capital S)” 

- Suddenly what Jesus was supposed to do appeared right in front of him on the lakefront 
shore.  

• Sometimes, God’s plan doesn’t need much figuring out or careful discernment. 
Sometimes God drops that sign right in front of us.  

• And immediately, Matthew tells us, as Jesus went ashore, “he saw a great 
crowed and had compassion for them and cured their sick.”  

- Jesus knew what he had to do.  

And then follows the Miracle of the 5 Loaves and 2 Fish 

- The feeding of the 5,000 is the only miracle (other than the Resurrection) that is 
recorded in all 4 gospels 

• This may be one way that we can measure how important this event was for the 
disciples in the early church 

- Sometime in the middle of the 19th century,  the power of this miracle got watered down 
in this way… This is the interpretation:  

• Jesus asks the disciples what food they had available; only 5 loaves and 2 fish.  

- Jesus then asks the disciples to share this with the crowd.  

• And the crowd, moved by the generosity of Jesus and the disciples sharing of 
what little they had, brought out the food they had secretly been carrying all 
along.   

- So what this is, is a miracle of sharing. Isn’t that just as miraculous as Jesus 
multiplying the loaves and fishes?   

• Personally, I have vacillated on this question, but today, I say, “NO this 
miracle of sharing is not as miraculous as Jesus multiplying loaves and 
fishes.” 

- This is another instance of the desire to make everything more rational, to 
explain away the unexplainable.  

- Without having to explain, if the crowd had brought all this food with them, 
why didn’t they bring it our from hiding and eat it while they were standing 
in line to be healed by Jesus.  

- Another similar explaining away is the story of the Resurrection itself.  



  Sunday, August 2, 2020 

3 

• The new (but not improved) interpretation is this: The Resurrection really 
wasn’t about  Jesus being resurrected from the dead. Instead the disciples 
gathered together and, in that communion of saints hiding away in the Upper 
Room, had a powerful “shared memory” of Jesus and experienced his 
presence in a new way, and they then went forth and proclaimed the Risen 
Christ.  

• What I don’t understand is how the disciples changed from being a terrified 
group of people hiding in an upper room into being transmogrified into a 
group of disciples who were ready to give their lives for Jesus 

- And that brings up this question, “Why are we so uncomfortable with miracle stories?” 

• Perhaps we are uncomfortable with a God who has that kind of power…or perhaps 
we’re uncomfortable with Jesus, who reveals his divine nature through these miracles. 

• Or perhaps we’re uncomfortable with a God who is a God of surprises…a God who is 
able (in the words of the BCP) “to do more than we can ask or imagine.” 

 

Lessons 

- (1) This miracle happened in community...and probably in the midst of the largest crowd 
that had ever gathered around Jesus 

• Reminds us that we can experience God, not just in quiet moments at prayer, but in 
the midst of a group, gathered together with others 

• Our religious experience as Christians is not just a “Me and Jesus” experience.   

- This is  one of the reasons we persist to gather, even virtually, by Zoom...We know 
that our faith is not a solitary affair....We are nourished by the presence of others. 

- (2) God comes to us in ways we can understand  

• The 5,000 who were fed  and were filled surely could understand the parallel between 
what was happening now at that deserted place and the stories of the ancient 
Israelites who were fed with manna and drank from water from the rock.  

• The disciples and Gospel writers understood that this miracle prefigured the 
distribution of bread and wine at the Last Supper  (with Jesus looking up to heaven, 
blessing, breaking and giving), and we understand, as well, that this miracle it is a 
representation of the Eucharistic meal 

- We also understand that this miracle was a symbol of Jesus himself.  “I am the 
bread of Life,” as Jesus says in the Gospel of John. “whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry.” 
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- (3) It’s easy to fall into the trap of thinking that  the difficulties that surround us in this 
world are so huge, the need is so great... no matter what I do won’t be enough to really 
solve anything…So we do nothing. 

• But this is not the way of the Kingdom; 

- Jesus accepts what is available, blesses it, breaks it open and the results are more 
than we can imagine. 

The Homeless Population 

- The miracle of feeding the 5,000 gives me some insights into a path forward in taking 
some actions about the small homeless population we have in Anacortes.  

• We can’t do everything to solve the homelessness problem in the country or even in 
the county, but we can do something here, in our own yard 

- For the past few years, many of us in this congregation and in the community have been 
part of the effort to shelter homeless from the cold.  

• Last year: AFC rented 5 rooms for 6-12 individuals  at Holiday Motel and Islands Motel 

- These rooms were offered to those who were known by AFC 

• For the two years previous to that, many volunteers from many churches helped the 
Salvation Army provide shelter from the cold in their banquet hall 

• All this was a one-year effort by the Family Center (using a special collection from the 
board) after TSA found there were too many scheduling conflicts for their meeting 
space to make their location a really viable space  

- But there’s a new development.  

• At its last session, the WA Legislature passed Engrossed Substitute House Bill 1754, 
which enables churches to provide shelter for the homeless on their property without 
all the restrictions typically imposed by city governments.   

- What does that mean for us? 

• What do we have available?  

- The Christ Church campus occupies 7½ city lots.  

• We are renting 3½ of those lots to the Gentry House for free.  

• On that property occupied by the Gentry House we could place five or six (even 
seven) tiny houses on trailer beds that could provide shelter from the cold  and 
perhaps even longer term shelter for the homeless. And that does not entail 
clearing trees to make room.  
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- And since they’ll on wheels, they don’t necessarily have to be a permanent 
fixture and can be moved from place to place.    

- Online you can find an abundance of 88SF tiny homes with bedrooms, 
kitchens, toilets, running water and all the amenities of home.   

- The State of WA also has grant funding available for constructing tiny house villages (in 
groups of 5 or more) but the grant requests are due in September 

• But there are lots of things to consider before we submit a grant:  

- Approval for the final project by the B.C. 

- OK from the Gentry House and the neighbors 

- Neighborhood meetings 

- More discussions with the Anacortes Family Center, the Salvation Army, the County 
of Skagit and others about governance, funding, oversight and control, policies and 
procedures, who will ensure that the residents of the tiny houses are moving in a 
positive direction to change the circumstances of their lives, and all that,  

- The City Planning Director, Don Measamer, is supportive of the concept, if we follow 
the provisions of the legislation, but there is much preparation and consulting to be 
done.  

- This will take time, but I draw encouragement from the miracle of the loaves and fishes.  

• Jesus accepts what we give, blesses it, breaks it open and magnifies it…and many 
times he does this in ways that we don’t foresee nor fully understand.  

- We can’t change the world, but who knows what a small act of charity will do? 

- We do have it in our power to change lives, because, with God, anything…more 
than we can ask or imagine… is possible. 


