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Living the Dream 

Good morning everyone.  Today is a beautiful morning in what may be the hottest day 
of the year and I’m living the dream!  You may be thinking how can he say that?  Look 
at our lives today compared to just few, short months ago! 

What were you doing on Sunday, February 16, six months ago?  Many of you were 
probably sitting in a pew in the Christ Church sanctuary and listening to a homily.  You 
were celebrating the Eucharist and afterwards enjoying fellowship and food in the 
Parish Hall!  How different life is today!   

Towards the end of February and then into March the COVID-19 pandemic changed 
everything.  According to the Seattle Times on March 1 there were four confirmed cases 
and no deaths Washington State.  As of today, August 16, there were 66,885 confirmed 
cases and 1,766 deaths in Washington State.  Jobs have been lost, businesses are 
struggling, and many cannot pay their rent or meet mortgage payments. We wear 
masks when we leave our homes, shopping is a completely different experience, and 
church is held on Zoom!  Adding to our struggles is the subject of racism with the death 
of George Floyd on Memorial Day.  As if we didn’t have enough problems already.  And 
I’m living the dream?!! 

Dreams also can be nightmares and for many this time of the pandemic is a nightmare, 
especially for those who have lost loved ones from the virus, families who are struggling 
financially, children who need more help then they receive learning on the computer. 

Yes.  Despite these challenges, I am living the dream.  None of us campaigned for the 
corona virus.  Many of us believe we have racial equity, but the death of George Floyd 
on Memorial Day has forced us to confront the issues of racism, white superiority, and 
white privilege.  

God’s mercy and grace is with us as we struggle to deal with these challenges.  Are you 
asking yourself how would Jesus deal with these issues?  Would He blame China for 
the corona virus?  Would He reject the notion that inequalities exist and then say, 
“Guess what?  Slavery is over…Black people have equal rights.”  That is what Marjorie 
Taylor Greene from Georgia said as she won a nomination for a U.S. House seat 
Maggie Collinge beautifully said in the Christ Church weekly update, “In our church I 
see God working through people; all those who participate in worship, those who knit 
prayer shawls and masks, those who work to keep the church property clean and safe, 
all those who contribute to the beautiful church website, and to our priests who continue 
to extend their hands and prayers to the community.”  When I read Maggie’s words I 
believe we’re living the dream.  God is not punishing us in 2020.  God is with us, giving 
freely of God’s mercy and grace as we confront these issues and challenges in these 
new and different times.  
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In today’s Gospel lesson we see a raw, telling glimpse of the human Jesus, for this is 
the only instance in the Gospels when he loses an argument! Jesus leaves familiar, 
comfortable territory and people—the disciples and the Pharisees—to enter a sort of 
red-light district, a place most people would not dare to go. Going there is socially 
unacceptable; it is where the so-called outcasts, unclean, and undesirables live. But we 
discover that the outsider finds a place on the inside of the heart of God. In today’s 
Gospel reading, a Canaanite woman manages to stump him – a major embarrassment 
for a middle- eastern man of the 1st century. More significantly, it appears that Jesus 
changes in his thinking about the nature and scope of his ministry. At that time being 
both a Canaanite and a woman was a double whammy. Yet the Canaanite woman is 
not afraid to confront this Jewish man named Jesus. He is in her neighborhood now, 
and she has a desperate need—her daughter is tormented by a demon. What mother 
would not want her child healed? She goes against social and religious norms for the 
purpose of receiving healing for her child. She speaks up and out to this man she calls 
“Son of David” for mercy, not knowing what his response will be. She takes a stand, a 
risk, and crosses a borderline.  Jesus initially makes it clear to the woman that he has 
come for the sake of Israel, but by the conclusion of this episode something has 
changed. Could this be the moment when Jesus realized that the salvation, he brought 
was to be for everyone, not just the Israelites?    

Though there is resistance at first, Jesus gives in to this foreigner and embodies God’s 
mercy and grace for all. Through engagement with the other, it is possible to learn of 
others human needs — that is, that they are not dogs but humans, who have feelings, 
needs, and children, who desire mercy and healing like everyone else. Through this 
encounter, it is possible to see—even if the disciples do not—that we are more alike 
than different, that we are all children of God and that God loves each of us 
unconditionally, whoever we are and whatever we have done. 

Jesus engages Pharisees, disciples, and Canaanite women, revealing the expansion of 
the heart of God to include foreigners and outcasts. God is an inclusive God; those we 
despise are our brothers and sisters, too. We may want to send them away but God 
brings them near, even to the master’s table. Crumbs are enough for the Canaanite. It 
may not be what everyone else receives, but she’s grateful for even a little piece of 
bread—because in the brokenness of that crumb, her daughter finds healing. She fights 
for a little piece of the dream so that her child’s nightmare can end. Jesus welcomes her 
and her daughter, despite their cultural, religious, and gender differences. 

It does end, because the Lord has mercy on her—revealing how ultimately, as Paul puts 
it in the reading from Romans, God is “merciful to all.”  Paul describes being descended 
from God’s people by ancestry, birthright or identity.  Some Christians feel the same 
connection through the liturgy, ritual, and cultural practices.  There is a danger, 
however, that aspects of that identity can overshadow our faith, excluding others who 
do not share the same background. 
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Last week Father Brian shared the story about Joseph and his brothers. Joseph, sold 
into captivity by his brothers, encounters them later.  He now has great power and the 
brothers have fallen on harder times. After reminding his brothers what they had done to 
him (“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into slavery.”) Joseph absolves them, 
brings them closer, speaks the truth, then forgives. Joseph knows God’s mercy and 
grace is for everyone, even his brothers who had treated him so cruely. He believes that 
the events of his life have had a purpose. Like Joseph, God can act in our lives and 
provide for us, even circumstances that are challenging, such as the corona virus, 
racism, and worship on Zoom. 

We can learn, as always, from Jesus. In his encounter with the Canaanite woman, he 
remained silent at first, letting her talk. Isn’t this a model for listening to people who are 
not like us? Can we not learn from the encounter related in today’s Gospel reading, that 
listening to the stories of others unlike us, engaging in courageous conversations, 
adopting open-mindedness, practicing tolerance, and living in mutual respect can lead 
to a better sense of a loving community? We know what others may not – that no one is 
a “dog” and that everyone – everyone – is a beloved child of God, deserving of God’s 
grace found in Jesus. Do you listen to the person whose political beliefs are different 
than your beliefs?  Do you listen to the homeless person who is struggling not only for 
shelter and food, but with mental and physical issues?  Do you listen to those who are 
saying “Black Lives Matter”?  What are they really saying?  I’m hearing two things 
they’re saying are “white supremacy” and “white blindness”. 

I listened to a podcast by Diane Rehm.  She interviewed Robert T, Jones, author of  
The Legacy of White Supremacy in American Christianity.  This is the story of how white 
supremacy became imbedded into the DNA of American Christianity.  All dominations 
have been involved – Catholics, Protestants, Evangelicals, and the Episcopalians are 
one of the biggest contributors.  Christ Church in Alexandria, VA, is an Episcopal church 
founded 240 years ago and attended by George Washington and Robert E. Lee, both 
slave owners.  Some churches allowed slaves to attend and even take communion, but 
the slaves sat in the back of the church and had communion separately.   

The term white supremacy may evoke visions of white sheets, the Klu Klux Klan, and 
burning crosses, but it is more than that.  White supremacy involves the way a society, 
a Christian denomination, or a church organizes itself and we, as members and 
participants, choose to value.  Fundamentally in our world today it is a belief that white 
people are valued more than others.  The author states today in survey after survey 
white Christians stand  out in their negative attitudes about racial, ethnic, and religious 
minorities (especially Muslims), the unequal treatment of African Americans by police, 
their anxieties about the changing face of our Nation (whites are becoming the minority), 
and their longing for a past when white Protestantism was the undisputed cultural 
power.  

James Sledge, a Presbyterian Pastor, writes about white privilege and white blindness 
in Christian Century.  You may say what privilege?  We never experience any 
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privileges.  We have just lived our lives.  Because of our white blindness in our country, 
we have felt right in our views, but we’ve never really seen what is like to be black. 
Pastor Sledge writes I really cannot imagine that if my car broke down a police officer 
who stopped to investigate might even consider shooting me.  When that does happen 
surely there must have been something other than blackness involved.  We’re learning 
blackness is the reason. Far too often we have said we’re not racist or prejudiced and 
everything is fine.  It’s the others who need to make some changes.  All the while we  
have been blind, oblivious to our own privilege, not noticing the plight of our neighbor. 

This is one of the challenges we have an opportunity to correct.  The unfortunate death 
of George Floyd on Memorial Day, during the pandemic crisis, has brought this issue 
and Black Lives Matter to center stage. 

What is wrong with the picture of today’s America awaits a correction by us as the 
followers of Jesus and the descendants of the first Christians who committed 
themselves to fully reflecting the love of God.  

First, let us follow God who is always with us, who loves us unconditionally, who is 
always listening, even when we tune out God, and whose mercy and grace is ever 
lasting and freely given. 

Second, let us share our love of Christ with others by simply asking, “What would Jesus 
do if He were here today?  

Therefore, I’m living the dream.  Please join me in “living the dream” together and we 
can follow God, share our love of Christ, and make our world a better place. 

AMEN 

 

 


