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Mr. John Okerman 
October 18, 2020 
Proper 24 
 
The Body of Christ 
 
May the words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, my Rock and 
redemption. Psalm 19, Verse 14. 
 
I have a dollar bill.  If you can see the bill, you will be able to see George Washington, our “Founding 
Father.”  Here is a $5 bill and the image on the bill is Abraham Lincoln.  I even have a $20 Canadian 
bill and you will notice the image is Queen Elizabeth.  All three of these bills have pictures of 
famous leaders of both the United States and the Commonwealth of Nations, which includes 
Canada and the United Kingdom. 
 
Today’s Gospel lesson is about money, taxation, giving, and how two groups, the Pharisees and 
Herodians were attempting to set up Jesus.  They wanted to get a “gotcha” on Jesus and were 
using money to do it. 
 
The Pharisees were devout Jews who were scrupulous in their observance of God’s law and 
probably the religious movement with which Jesus felt the greatest connection.  He may have been 
viewed initially as a Pharisee, although an eccentric one and it is ironic that his brother Pharisees 
were attempting to entrap him. 
 
The other group were the Herodians, Jews who supported the puppet ruler, Herod.  They were an 
unpopular group just as Herod was unpopular with the people because they were viewed as Roman 
collaborators.  
 
The Pharisees and Herodians were threatened by this Jesus of Nazareth.  Now they had an 
opportunity to “expose” this “preacher” as someone who was false.  Remember, during this time 
Jesus had many enemies and people who doubted what he was saying, preaching, and doing .   
 
The Pharisees and Herodians started with compliments. “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 
and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 
regard people with partiality.”  Such fair words but with devious intentions.  True, Jesus did not 
regard people with partiality.  He paid no attention to a person’s status and treated everyone with 
equal dignity and respect.  But this is the crime in their eyes. 
 
Take a moment and reflect.  Have you ever been “set up” like this? 
 
Now comes the “gotcha” question.  Attempting to answer this Yes - No question is a Lose – Lose 
proposition. “Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor or not?  Jesus is aware of their malicious intent 
and asks, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?” Show me the coin used for the 
tax.”   
 
Jesus is handed a silver coin, a denarius which was a day’s wages for an ordinary laborer.  “Whose 
head is this, and whose title?”  The coin showed the head of the current emperor, Tiberius, son of 
the divine Augustus. Romans often claimed divinity for their emperors. 
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He answers, “Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s and to God the things that are 
God’s.”  Jesus is telling the Pharisees the coin is already the emperor’s so give it to him.   
 
But what are the “…things that are God’s.”  What “things” should we be giving to God?  This is the 
time of year when the church is asking for our financial pledge.  I am going to take this time to 
remind you to give financially to God and specifically Christ Church, Anacortes.  Ideally, you will 
give 10% of your income to God and the church.  However, if all you do is give the 10%, you would 
fall 90% shy of the mark.  Giving the remaining 90% to God is our focus today. 
 
What things should we give to God besides money?  Jesus is telling us that we should give our 
heart to God.  This is the rendering to God the remaining 90%.  What does that mean to you and 
how do you do that?   Let’s take a look at the other readings.  What are they saying? 
 
In the reading from Exodus Moses is asking God for guidance.  “Now that I have found favor in your 
sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight.”  God replies, “I will 
pass all my goodness before you…”  God’s grace was cast upon the Israelites and He led them to the 
promised land.  We must trust in God and turn to Him for guidance. 
 
In the Psalm 99, we, the people, are talking to God.  We are saying that God reigns, that God is 
enthroned on the temple Solomon built in Jerusalem, that God is the Holy One, the one who was 
attentive to the Israelites and the one who is attentive to us. 
 
In today’s Epistle, Paul told the Thessalonians how they had “…turned to God from idols, to serve a 
living and true God.” They welcomed the message of God.  Paul praised them.  There is so much 
love back and forth.  People were genuinely happy for one another’s spiritual advancements and 
were invigorated by God’s presence in their lives.  Jesus is the source of their deep connection and 
closeness. 
 
God deals with us today the same way God was dealing with Moses and the Israelites.  God’s casts 
His grace upon us.  God loves each of us unconditionally.  He loves us nor matter what we are 
doing and wants what is best for each of us.  God is with each of us today. 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his book, Life Together, provides some guidance. 
 
God shows His love for us by sending his only son, Jesus Christ, out of pure grace.  Jesus took on 
our being, our nature, ourselves.  Jesus died on the cross for our sins but because we belong to him 
and are in him, we are the Body of Christ.  If we follow Christ we are sharing his love and guidance 
with those in our lives today. 
 
What we do when we take God into our hearts?  First, we show our love for God by following Him 
and turning to God for guidance.  Second, we love our neighbors as ourselves by sharing our love of 
Christ.    
 
We are in the final 16 days of a contentious election, our Nation is polarized, and we are 
bombarded with negative news about the “other” side.  Who is the other side?  First, it is filled with 
people who God also loves, just as God loves you.  Second, the other side is filled with friends, 
neighbors, and relatives. Jesus speaks up against exactly this kind of partisanship and doesn’t take 
sides—although he clearly has preferences. He is not against the powerful—unless they do wrong. 
Instead, he is for mercy, justice, righteousness, healing, wholeness, and fair treatment for all God’s 
people.  We must ask ourselves what would Jesus do if he were here?  We are the Body of Christ 
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so asking that question is really saying what would I do since I am sharing my love of Jesus with 
others? When I practice my faith in the political realm, I see that I must be compassionate towards 
others, have love for my neighbor and respect their dignity as a human being.   
 
This past week in our Education for Ministry class we did a theological reflection. Take a moment 
and reflect on challenges we face.  Some challenges are the COVID-19 crisis, the election the 
political polarization of our Nation, the racial injustice that is prevalent, homelessness, immigration, 
religious intolerance, and our economy. 
 
What images come to mind?  Here are some images that may reflect some of these challenges.  

 Children in cages. 
 A police officer in Minneapolis kneeling on someone’s neck. 
 Children trying to learn at home without a computer or internet. 
 A lady wearing three coats standing behind a grocery cart full of all her worldly 

possessions. 
 Hungry children. 
 Watching someone on TV mock other people and groups. 
 The almighty dollar bill: it can be positive, or it can be evil. 
 The Wall. 

 
How do you respond to these images?  Are you turning to God for guidance? When I think of Black 
Lives Matter, I believe I have two choices.  One, I can say (and I have friends who have said this) I’m 
not racist but the blacks need to get their lives together. They were freed in 1865 so get over it. 
However, this is simply “kicking the can” down the road and maintaining the status quo.  Two, I ask 
what can I do in regard to mercy, justice, healing, fair treatment?  I can educate myself about white 
superiority and white privilege, learn more about discrimination, and really listen and understand 
what the black community is telling us.   
 
Bishop Rickel shared with us the stories of mothers who make the trek from El Salvador to the 
United States knowing that they probably won’t be welcomed into the U.S. and will struggle and 
have a difficult life.  They’re willing to make the journey because if they remain in El Salvador, their 
home, they know their daughters will be raped and possibly murdered.  How do you respond to 
people who are in this situation?  Here is an opportunity to turn to God and to ask yourself, “What 
would I do?  What would Jesus do?”  Remember, you are the Body of Christ. 
 
How will you give the remaining 90% to God? 
 
I would like to close with this collect our class created because it is appropriate for our lessons 
today. 
 
Holy One, Hear our Prayer. 
You are all loving, all seeing, all knowing, always with us.  You sent your only son out of pure grace 
to take on our flesh, our being, our nature, ourselves. 
We pray that you will soften our hearts with spiritual love toward our brothers and sisters 
So that we can recognize evil and work toward peace and reconciliation, realizing that we are the 
body of Christ and we are united by the bonds of love. 
 
AMEN 
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