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The First Sunday of Advent 
                                                      

Stories of Hope 
     
                     We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure… 
                                                                                                   (Hebrews 6:19) 
 
An anchor that  assures us of God’s salvation and promise- a promise that we can rely on , a 
confidence that leads us to further faith in His mercy, love, and truth and a protection of forever 
being grounded to our Messiah. 
 
And, thus we begin Advent 2020 with the candle of Hope-the first of four to be lit in our 
beautiful Advent wreath.  How timely for all that has been happening this past year-the 
pandemic, economic hardships, divisiveness, hate, discrimination, anxiety, loss in so many ways. 
And yet we have that anchor to hold us, to secure us to the belief that there is a light ahead.  
Without that hope we couldn’t keep moving-we would become stagnant without any purpose. 
 
How can we not remember and grasp onto Baudelina’s moving personal story of her father’s 
struggle with covid?  Each day looked bleaker and bleaker- yet she and her family didn’t give up.  
They kept praying, kept communicating with God-letting it be known “I’m not ready,” to quit. 
They all refused to let go of the light of hope- that beacon in the dark. From their hope, they 
were able to see the miracle of her father’s healing. 
 
How did Nelson Mandela survive  his 27 years of prison- years which  brought forth 
extraordinary conditions of abuse, the death of his mother and not being able to attend her 
funeral, and the death of his son also not able to attend his funeral? He refused to give into his 
despair.  He grabbed onto the hope from Norman Vincent Peale’s “The Power of Positive 
Thinking.” In Mandela’s words, 
 

He makes the basic point that it is not so much the disability one suffers from that 
matters, but one’s attitude to it. The man who says: I will conquer this illness and live a 
happy life is already halfway to victory…Remember that hope is a powerful weapon 
even when all is lost. (Rick Hamlin Stories of Hope July 13, 2018) 

 
I imagine many of you will remember the presentation given by several Skagit Valley DACA 
students to our congregation several years ago.  The DACA program has been the intermittent 
blinking of light of hope for these students as well as hundreds of other young people.  They 
have and continue to face adversity, disappointments, fears, times of wondering if it’s all worth 
it, but it is that  hope, regardless of the intensity of the light  that keeps them going, seeing that 
light through the darkness.  They still haven’t been freed of their anticipation yet, hopefully 
soon, with changes in the government and administration.  
 
We also bring to mind the families and children separated from each other, many waiting and 
waiting in the detention camps where hope has got to be the number one reason to survive day 
to day . 



 And of course our own FAE, Foundation for Academic Endeavors, hope and faith has been and 
is a structural cornerstone.  They also have seen many ups and downs to their existence and 
success and even now during a pandemic that requires creative and deliberate ways to bring the 
resources needed to the children and families of Skagit Valley. The vision they’ve reached for is 
bright, along with their assurance that hope holds them firm and strong. 
 
And in our scripture readings we find the Hebrews facing adversity time after time.  It is their 
faith and hope that brings meaning to the word “Advent”-the expectation of the coming of 
forgiveness, of love, of salvation of the Messiah- to see the hidden face of God. In 1 Chronicles 
we feel David’s intense faith and hope when he said: 
 

   If you seek Him, He will be found by you. (28:9) 
 
He knew they, the Hebrews, had God always by their side. Through worship and living the truth 
of that faith they would find strength and comfort. God would further his love and promises by 
providing a new leader, a leader from David’s own lineage. A new start, a restart, a loving start 
designed by God Himself. Isaiah paints the picture of new heavens and a new earth…: 
where …” the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind…” (Isaiah:6517) “where the 
wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the 
serpent’s food.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain” (Isaiah 65:25).  
Jeremiah further documents this advent , the waiting,  this confident hope by giving us The 
Good News: 
 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
“when I will raise up for David” a 
righteous Branch, 
King who will reign wisely  
and do what is just and right in the land.  
In his days Judah will be saved 
and Israel will live in safety.  
This is the name by which He will be called: 
The Lord Our Righteous Savior (Jeremiah 23:5-6) 

   
The Christian Advent is definitely a time of celebration and a time of the waiting for Jesus’ birth- 
his first coming- a time of hope fulfilled ; however, it is  also a time  of  a new confident hope, a 
time we know neither time nor place, the next return of our Savior to fulfill God’s promise of His 
World where we will come to His presence  and live in a world of  justice, peace  and love .  
These promises, according to Karl Barth, are both “unfilled and fulfilled” which may be different 
but both related as are “dawn and sunrise” both part of the same promise.   It represents the 
“light of the coming of Christ...” 
 
This promise has been the hope for Israel and for our Christian church-that promise of Jesus, our 
Messiah, that has come and will come again...a promise that is the essence of the Advent song: 
O Come ,O come, Emanuel 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the son of God appears 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 



Advent is: 
 

A time for hope 
A time of waiting and preparation 
A time of remembrance and celebration 
For the already, the now and for  
A Beautiful future to come 
 

As St. Francis of Assisi said:” Even all the darkness in the world can’t extinguish the light of a 
single candle” which brings us hope in the darkest of times. 
Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 


