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God Is With Us 
 
“Get used to different.” 
That line comes from a NY Times article by Peter Wehner and a new TV series on Jesus’ 
life, “The Chosen,” in which Jesus, invites Matthew to become one of his disciples. 
Simon Peter, already a disciple, registers his fierce objection. Matthew is a tax collector, 
a tool of the Romans, often dishonest and abusive.  
“I don’t get it,” Simon Peter says to Jesus about his decision to invite Matthew, to which 
Jesus responds, “You didn’t get it when I chose you, either.” 
First-century Christians weren’t prepared for what a truly radical and radically inclusive 
figure Jesus was, and neither are today’s Christians. We want to tame and domesticate 
who he was, but Jesus’ life and ministry don’t really allow for it. He shattered barrier 
after barrier. 
 
This baby grew into a man who saw the dignity and worth of every person, even “the 
least of these”.  He helped the Samaritan woman at the well, the woman with five 
previous husbands and living with a man not her husband.  He touched lepers, healed 
people and was repeatedly attacked for hanging out with the wrong crowd.  He was not 
the conquering Messiah the Jews expected but was born in a manger because there was 
no room at the inn.  He did not hang out with the “rich and famous” but rather the poor 
and downcast, the people who were on the margins of society – the outcasts.  Jesus 
taught us to look at those same outcasts today, to focus on those who are different from 
us, those with whom we do not agree.  Jesus taught us that understanding people’s 
stories and struggles requires much more effort than condemning them.  The lessons of 
Christmas bring all of this to light.  God knew all of us were once outcasts, broken yet 
loved, and worth redeeming.  That’s why God sent Jesus.  If God did that for us, why do 
we find it so hard to do it for each other?   
 
This past week we celebrated the birth of Jesus and it culminated in the celebration of 
Christmas on Christmas Day.  Christmas Present was different than Christmases Past.  
Many gifts were purchased online, family celebrations were on Zoom with perhaps a 
plan to have a “Christmas in July”.  Regardless of how you celebrated Christmas we 
celebrated the birth of the baby Jesus and as Bishop Rickel stated in his Christmas 
message Christmas is a season.  It started on December 25 and runs until the Epiphany 
on January 6.   
 
In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, Paul is angry and upset.  The Galatians are so focused on 
their Jewish traditions and laws, especially circumcision, they are about to devalue what 
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Christ has done.  Paul is telling them “you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God.” 
 
Paul is implying what it means to be adopted as God’s family. 
 
God sent God’s son.  We celebrate at Christmas that God was born as Immanuel, God 
with us, here on earth.  God wants to be in relationship with us in such a way that we 
can feel connected through Christ, to God, not as members of an institution, but as parts 
and ligaments of Christ’s body. 
 
We can receive adoption.  Adoption is not forced on us.  It is a gift from God.  We 
belong to God and to one another in love, not in ownership or coercion.  God is not 
trying to conform us but is offering us a loving relationship. 
 
Adoption as children.  No one is a “birth” child of God except Jesus. We have all been 
brought into God’s family, not born into it. 
 
Crying “Abba! Father!”  We are invited into an intimacy with God like the physical and 
emotional closeness we have with our parents.   
 
No longer a slave but a child.  We are not joining a business, an elite society or a special 
group with a special believer ID badge.  We are adopted into a big, loving, chaotic family 
that is the church universal.  We are called to be who God made us to be, with differing 
gifts, talents, and paths. 
 
And an heir.  In baptism we receive the spiritual inheritance of God’s promises. 
 
Unless someone communicates with you – in person or through email, writing, or text, 
that person is a mystery.  God, too, was a mystery, until God broke the silence. The 
Gospel reading from John, God sent God’s son so we would get to know God better.  
God took the mystery from us so we could get to know God when Jesus came to us.  “In 
the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The 
one who was with God before creation is the same Jesus on Earth. God and Jesus have 
been with us since before time. God has not abandoned us through the history of the 
universe and will certainly not abandon us now. If we receive Jesus, we become children 
of God.  Just as Paul stated, we are the adopted children since Jesus is the only birth 
child of God.  No one has ever seen God.  However, Jesus has made God know to us. 
 
Paul is saying we are justified by faith, not action. It is not a matter of following a set of 
checkboxes and, if you check them all off, you’re golden and beloved. Christ’s coming 
has not changed our relationship with God. Instead, the coming of Christ, our sibling, has 
transformed our relationship, solidifying us as God’s children through our faith, not our 
actions. 
 



3 
 

The season of Christmas gives us an opportunity to celebrate God who has come 
alongside us at this moment in time, as we come together to celebrate Jesus’ birth and 
journey to personhood, teacher, and brother. 
 
Which brings us back to Christmas. It might feel like we’ve been in exile this year as well 
– isolated in our homes as illness, racial injustice, and hate prowl around us, stressed out 
about money, violence, politics, and the pandemic. We, like the nation of Israel, also 
need the reminder that God, who created the world, is with us. Christmas is not only a 
season to celebrate a baby’s birthday but also a time to celebrate God’s unimaginable, 
inexplicable love for us and for the world. 
 
Today’s passage from Isaiah, written at the end of the Babylonian exile, discusses the 
power of God through hard times. It is a song of praise and thanksgiving that invites 
everyone, not just the Israelites, to live fully into today, the Christmas season, and every 
day of our lives.  We are invited to live the spirit of Christmas every day of the year.  
Elvis Presley sang, “Why can’t every day be like Christmas?  Why can’t that feeling go on 
endlessly?  For if every day could be just like Christmas what a wonderful world it would 
be.”  I would sing it but….! 
 
Psalm 47 sings praises to God.  “God makes grass to grow upon the mountains and 
green plants to serve mankind.  God provides food for flocks and herd and the young 
ravens.  God satisfies you with the finest wheat.  God sends forth God’s Word and melts 
them: God blows with God’s wind, and the waters flow.  Hallelujah!”  We praise God 
because is God is with us and wants best for us.  God loves each of us.  God loves YOU, 
no matter who you are or what you do.  Whatever you have done, are doing today, or 
are going to do next year, God’s love and grace is with you.   
 
2020 has been a challenging year primarily due to  COVID-19 and our challenges to 
defeat the virus.  This morning our National leaders are still  not able to agree on 
providing relief for millions of Americans who are facing challenges with hunger, 
homelessness, and financial disaster.  Our crowning achievement for 2020 is that the 
United States, the world’s most powerful country has “won” the dubious distinction of 
having the highest number of deaths related to the coronavirus.   
 
2021 will also be a challenging year but there is light at the end of the tunnel.  God has 
been with us in 2020 and God will be with us in 2021.   
 
When you watch the news, you may feel the problems that face our Nation and state 
are overwhelming.  Have faith in our leaders and focus on the difference you can make 
in your individual life and your community.   
 
This week the Anacortes American had an article that showed the accomplishments, 
compassion, and caring of the citizens of Anacortes.  This is what YOU have done for 
your community to help those in need and make life better.  YOU are some of the key 
people who have made a difference in this challenging year. 
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Before you write of 2020 as a miserable year, there are examples of goodwill in our 
community of Anacortes.  Christ Church members have been calling other.  Our Deacon 
is a leader in ensuring the homeless will be sheltered this winter.  Rev Carol is making a 
difference in addressing the needs of the Hispanic community.  Look at the success of 
the Red Door and the love, care, and concern everyone who works at the Red Door 
shares with each other.  We are still able to worship, even if it’s on Zoom. 
 
God is with us and will continue to be with us in 2021.  Remember God’s plan for you 
may be a bit different from your plan for you.  God wants what is best for each of 
individually and all of us collectively.  The exciting part is that this Sunday we can 
celebrate the fact that God so loves us that Jesus was sent to be with us in human form.  
He is a living example of how to follow God.  Bishop Curry sang “Joy to the World, the 
Lord has Come!”  God is with us giving Joy to our world right now.   
 
As for 2021, bring it on!  Love God, share your love Christ with others, and keep the 
Holy Spirit in your hearts. 
   
 
AMEN 
 
  


