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Epiphany 3 – Gifts and Competencies 

The Sea of Galilee 

 Today we hear about the call of the first four disciples: Simon and his brother 
Andrew; James and his brother John 

 Three questions:  

1. Why did Jesus set up his basecamp at the Sea of Galilee? Seemingly out of the 
way location. 

2. How could four men walk away from everything (families, jobs, livelihoods, 
security, comfort) to follow a carpenter who only speaks 10 words to them (In 
English: “Follow me and I will make you fishers of persons).” 

3. And a third question arises at this time for Christ Episcopal Church: How does 
the command, “Follow me” connect to what we’re doing right now at Christ 
Church…as we discuss the implications of going into our third iteration of Total 
Common Ministry? 

Why the Sea of Galilee? 

 So first: Why did Jesus set up his preaching basecamp in the seeming out of the 
way area of the Sea of Galilee? 

 As seas go, the Sea of Galilee wasn’t a sea in the first place, but a freshwater 
lake13 miles long and 8 miles wide.  

 Also known as Lake Gennesaret (from the Hebrew word for “harp” – the 
shape of the lake. Or Lake Tiberias (after the largest city on its banks) 

 It was the gathering place and the crossroads for many peoples 

 The shore was dotted with towns and settlements that were involved in a 
thriving fishing industry 

 It was the barrier between the Hellenized/Romanized cities on the east 
and the Jewish towns and settlements to the west (including Galilee) 
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 For that reason we read many Gospel stories about Jesus crossing 
from one side of the lake to the other as he preached and taught to 
both Jews and Gentiles. 

 And the gospel writers using the storms on the sea as an allusion to 
the dangers that arise when Jesus crosses from East to West from 
the security of the Hebrew culture to the barbaric world of the 
Greek culture and Roman Empire. 

 The Sea of Galilee did have some advantages for Jesus as he set up his 
basecamp.  

 It was a place visited by a variety of people from all over the region 

 The Sea of Galilee was at the intersection of two major road systems;  

 The Way of the Sea (Alexandria – Gaza to Damascus to Asia Minor 
and Persia)  

 The Way of the Patriarchs: Spice Route: Arabia and Ophir along the 
Golan Heights to Damascus and the Far East).  

 The Sea of Galilee was the intersection for peoples from all over the 
Empire and beyond…what better place for Jesus to encounter the world 

They just dropped their nets and followed 

 Q # 2 & The Big Q: how could four men walk away from the secure world they lived 
in to follow a carpenter who said: “Follow me and I will make you fishers of 
persons).” 

 Already, with these words, Jesus breaks with tradition.  

 Here was how it was supposed to work with rabbis and their followers:  the rabbi 
would stay in one place; he would wait for students to seek him out and ask if 
they might follow him.  

 Instead, Jesus, searches out and chooses his disciples: 

 “Follow me,” he says,   

 And, in a break with custom, Jesus didn’t ask them to stay in a particular place  
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 He was not like John the Baptizer who stayed along the banks of the Jordan: 
and people from Jerusalem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside traveled to 
see him.  

 No instead, Jesus and his disciples would be on the road.  

 “Follow me” wasn’t just about following Jesus and following his way.   

 It was not just about following the teachings of Jesus 

 Instead, to follow Jesus, also meant to get up and get moving.  

 “Follow me,” Jesus seemed to be saying. “Live with me; travel with 
me; eat what I eat, meet those who I meet.  

 “Share in my life.  

 “I will teach you the Good News, but it will be teaching in action.” 

I will make 

 It wasn’t just the call, “Follow me.” There was that strange promise: “I will make you 
fishers of men.”  

 This is Jesus saying to the disciples: You are fishermen now. That is what you 
do. That is your occupation. I will make you into something better than that. 

 I will make you over into someone who will use the gifts you have within 
you…gifts you may not even know you have 

 I will make. 

 Reminds us of that verse in Isaiah: Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are 
the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hands. 

 Here we have the sense of creation:  

 God forming humankind out of mud in Genesis 

 Jesus fashioning his disciples into something new, something they did not 
think themselves capable of.  

Immediately 

 The amazing bit in this story is the response of these four men: “And Immediately 
they left their nets and followed Jesus.” 
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 Mark uses the word “Immediately” 40 times in his Gospel….In the first two 
chapters we hear:  

 Immediately Simon and Andrew left their nets (1:18) 

 Jesus saw James and John and Immediately he called them. (1:20)  

 A leper reached out to Jesus, who touched him and “immediately the leprosy 
left him.” (1:41-45) 

 Jesus heals a paralytic, who “immediately took his mat and went out.” (2:12) 

 Immediately –  

 Breathless quality to the Gospel of Mark; we have to keep moving. Feel as if 
Jesus had lots to do and not a great deal of time in which to do it. 

 Of course, by now we’ve heard the story so many times, we tend to lose this 
immediacy and how phenomenal it was when Jesus came into the lives of the 
disciples.  

 Of course, we think, these guys were meant to be disciples. And what do 
disciples do other than follow?  What choice did they have? 

 I don’t think this was an easy decision for the disciples. 

 All four fishermen were in family businesses, apparently.  

 Fishing was a profitable business generally.  Fish in Galilee were shipped 
considerable distances away 

 James and John (the Zebedee brothers) are well off enough to have hired hands 
available who can take care of the business as the two brothers left to follow 
Jesus 

 Fishing was what these guys knew;  

 Most likely their grandfathers were fishermen and they expected their children to 
do the same.  

 The expectation at the time was that children would follow in their parent’s 
footsteps and continue in their father’s work…Doing the same work as your 
parents honored what they did and was an expression of true obedience.  

 Being fishermen was their vocation. Being fisherman was what they did. It was what 
they were. 
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Why did they do it? 

 So the big question remains: How were the disciples able to let go of their old 
lives and drop their nets and follow Jesus? 

 There are any number of reasons given for this decision by the disciples to set down 
their nets and follow Jesus…But here are my top 2 

It was time 

 Reason #2: perhaps Jesus came at a time when the disciples were ready for 
something new, it was time for a new direction in their lives 

  The Greeks have two words for time: 

 Chronos time: the sunrise; high noon, mid-day, sunset 

 Kairos time: the right time; the time to strike; the opportune time (Orson Wells: 
we serve no wine before its time) 

 Perhaps the disciples had reached the point where they thought that they 
had done all they could do as fishermen, and the time had come for 
something else.  

 For the fishermen on the shore, this may have been their Kairos moment,  

 When Jesus told them that he could mold them into men possessing gifts 
they didn’t realize they had.  

 Left to their own resources, they may have remained fishermen forever. 

 Fishing was their regular work. But often God comes to us to show us 
that we have gifts beyond our regular work   

 A command 

 My Reason # 1 for why the Disciples immediately followed Jesus is that Jesus didn’t 
just make a request. 

 He didn’t say, “how would you like to join me as my disciples? 

 Instead, the invitation of Jesus was immediate and direct: “Follow me.” 

 This is a command.  

 This is Jesus saying, “Follow me” and “No” is not an answer. 
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TCM 

 And this brings us to my third Question: how does this connect to what we are doing 
at this time at Christ Episcopal Church as we think about how we continue in total 
common ministry? 

 A Community 

 First of all, when I think about how we are called into our ministries, and how Jesus 
called his first disciples, the first thing I notice is that Jesus calls people to work 
together; he calls them as a group.   

 For Jesus, discipleship is done as part of a community.  

 Jesus could have selected a single person—Simon—and told everyone else to 
keep fishing. 

 Instead, he calls many people at once to follow him.  

 Jesus understood that we work best in communion with others 

 It was in his own nature to have a group of friends around him, and Jesus 
understands that we work best in association with others.  

 That’s also the basis of total common ministry, as well:  

 Each of us has been given certain gifts 

 Each of us has been empowered by God to do the ministry to which we have 
been called 

 Each of us is dependent on each other and accompanied by the Holy Spirit as 
we live out those gifts.  

God Meets Us Where We are 

 This story of the disciples laying down their nets also reminds me that God calls us 
to something more than just our vocations.  

 God call us, as well, to be the people that we are meant to be.  

 God creates us as unique individuals with our own gifts. 
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 and often we have those gifts at hand, but we seem to be stuck in a holding 
pattern, just waiting for God to invite us  

 As I think about it, all the calls I received that got me to where I am today, came when I 
was not expecting it, but came, because surprisingly enough to me, God made the first 
move to meet me where I was. 

 Goed met me where I was and give me that first first tentative call towards the 
deaconate came in the form of an announcement in a church bulletin in The Hague as 
Fr. Sjaak de Boer looked for a Millennium Coordinator. 

 That was just as much of a call to me as the one Jesus said on the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee.    

 That call, to me, was just as opened ended as the call to become “fishers of people.”  

 What are fishers of people? 

 What is a millennium coordinator? 

 In reality the call was “Come, follow me, and I will teach you something about 
your faith that you never considered before:  

 About the Jubilee Years 

 About the forgiveness of debts on an international scale 

 About tikkun Olam 

 teeKOON oh-LAHM (oo as in boot), Origin: Hebrew, literally “repair of 
the world,” used for a range of social justice efforts. 

 God also called to me to follow a few years later as I looked across the room at a 
parish open house to a booth advertising the St. Vincent de Paul food bank.  

 I didn’t realize it at the time, but this was a way for God to say, “Follow me, 
and I will teach you about the working poor and homelessness in Anacortes, 

 I certainly didn’t realize that the call was even more open-ended that that. 

 It was  “Follow me, and I will make you a community organizer in building 
a homeless shelter for families with children.” 

 Had that been the sign over the booth, I surely would have run away,  
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Open Ended 

 But, if we use this gospel lesson as a guide, I don’t see the call of Jesus ever 
being that specific.  

 The call of Jesus is usually more open-ended 

 I will make you fishers of people 

 I need a millennium coordinator 

 …or I need to use your gifts to carry on the life of Christ Episcopal Church  

 What does that mean? 

 It’s usually unclear what that call of Jesus means or what the future will bring.  

 But in order to hear the call, we need to pay attention and notice when God 
is inviting us  

 We have to be aware and alert to those times every day, when God calls us to 
be loving, to be grateful, to be ourselves.  

 And over time, a pattern will begin to form, one’s gifts will become more 
apparent 

 All I am certain of is that this call does involve a certain amount of risk. (dangerous, 

scary, unknowable) 

 The only thing that is clear is the call itself, “Come, follow me.” 


