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The Reverend Diane Ramerman 
14 February 2021 
Year B Transfiguration Sunday 
 
Year B  Last Sunday of Epiphany 
Mark 9:2-9 the Transfiguration 
Feb. 14, 2021 
 
What does God see in us? 
 
For months now -- about every 10 days, I have risen while it is still dark to go to the grocery 
store.  I do this to avoid the other shoppers, and most often that works out.   About the time I 
am returning home, the light begins to glow on the east horizon. Sometimes I stop to watch as 
the dawn gradually bathes the Anacortes waterfront and then the low buildings in beautiful, 
glorious light.  Peace and serenity, and for a few moments I forget the burdens of the pandemic, 
the mess of our political system, the worries about loved ones who are ill with COVID.   
 
For me, an epiphany – the coming of light offers clarity of life’s value and a vision of God’s 
glory.  I continue my drive home, watching the light spread as I proceed up the hill of 22nd 
avenue.  Reaching home, I begin my daily routine. Those moments of peace are not forgotten, I 
hold them tight as strength for the days ahead.  
 
I can relate to Peter’s desire to make three dwellings, up on that high mountain.  Three 
dwellings in which they can stay, basking in the light, never letting go of the dazzling whiteness, 
of Elijah and Moses, talking with Jesus. Seeing the glory of God! 
 
A selfie photo would not begin to capture the joy, the emotions – the glory of it all. 
 
Still, I think about photos, and what they mean to us.  When my former father in law, John, was 
in his eighties, I helped him move into a dementia care facility. We took time out from packing 
to look at an old scrapbook together.  Actually, it was the only one left – he had discarded 
albums collected over sixty years of marriage because he did not remember who the people were. 
 
Who are these people ? he asked, impatiently flipping the pages.  Your friends, I replied.  See 
the smiles, the laughter, the joy on their faces?  He was silent for a moment.  Oh, my friends. 
He looked more closely.  A lightness crept in – my friends, we had a good time, this is about MY 
life. He smiled, the light reached his eyes.  The weight of the present lifted, not because he 
remembered the past, but because the past, the friendships, the adventures in the photos were his. 
We kept the memory book.  
 
Seeing Moses and Elijah on the mountain top could have been like that for Peter, James and 
John.  The prophets were so familiar in the stories of the Torah that they recognized them,  
even though Moses and Elijah lived hundreds of years before.  Moses and Elijah – wholly 
familiar,  and yet transfigured in the white light of God.  Their living presence proclaimed the 
God of history, not just God of creation. Their presence with Jesus proclaimed the timeless, 
Godly nature of Jesus.    
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The transfiguring light lifts a barrier - a barrier to seeing the future, and the past. And, the light 
lifts the heavy weight of the present and the approach of death. Look!  See!  Do not fear. We 
live on, the past, present and future together. 
 
God speaks from a cloud. Peter, James and John hear the same voice that Jesus heard at his 
baptism.  Mark 1:11. ‘This is my Son, the Beloved: listen to him!’ The words echo in our 
baptismal vows and in the vows of ordination. Jesus Christ is Lord and we will listen to him. 
 
We – and the disciples – must come down from the mountain. They come down cherishing this 
glory inside themselves, for Jesus instructs them not to talk about what they had seen.  They are 
to go on to the ministry they have been chosen to do as followers of Jesus.   
 
Transformed by all they have seen, they are to go on, not ‘back’ to their old lives.  They are sent 
out, lighter, more dedicated, more filled with the knowledge of God.  They do not need to tell 
anyone– because this is about the glory of God, about living their lives to the glory of God, and 
not about claiming glory for themselves because of their experience. 
 
The transfiguration story is about what we see in God.  Isn’t it also about what God sees in us?    
 
When God calls us to be disciples, when God calls us to special ministry as His baptized, when 
She endows us with spiritual gifts to carry on that chosen ministry.  In April 2013, when we 
were commissioned as a congregation to Total Common Ministry.  What does God see in us?   
 
Does God believe in us, as we believe in God – believe that we can and will follow, that we can 
and will listen,  that we will share the light, not hide it or keep it to ourselves... that even when 
we stray, we will return like lost sheep, seeking the master,  the shepherd who loves us as we 
love him.  
 
The Transfiguration is about feeling safe spiritually.  Safe enough to ask, not what do I want, 
but what does God want of me?   Safe enough to risk, to be sent out.  
 
Peter was the master of ‘I want.’ Even before the Tranfiguration event, Peter identified Jesus as 
the Messiah. Mark 8:29. When Jesus began to teach the disciples about the cross, being killed 
and rising again after three days, ‘Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.’  Mark 8: 32.  
Telling Jesus how Peter wanted the Messiah to be, and not to forfeit his life!  Imagine. 
 
Peter sought assurance he would get into the kingdom of heaven.  “Look, we have left 
everything and followed you,” he says.   Mark 10:28. Peter on the mountaintop, wants to build 
three houses so that they can remain there together.  Peter wants. 
 
God’s voice corrects.  This is my Son, listen to him.   
 
We have talked together for several months, now, about Total Common Ministry and the 2021 
Call to Ministry (postponed from 2020 because of the pandemic).  The pandemic plunged us 
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into anxious times, Rev. Carol’s unexpected retirement destabilized us somewhat.  In three 
congregational meetings – BOLD Steps – we’ve looked at: 
• the history of Total Common Ministry;  

the financial and mission implications of re-directing our dollars to pay clergy; and  
• whether the TCM model could be adapted to address the places where it ‘pinches’ 

– such as the unlimited term of Circle service, and the extensive education and 
formation requirements.   

 
We’ve talked about whether age is a barrier or youth a requirement for the call to ministry. Think 
Abraham, Moses, Simeon and other elders whom God called to speak throughout history. Age 
carries the ministry of the prophetic voice, while youth are the voice of the future. Think of the 
story we heard this morning, Elijah and young Elisha. 
 
What do we want? is not the question we should ask about our ministry.      
 
Given who we are, what is God’s dream for Christ Church?  God has created us and our gifts for 
a place – and time– of God’s choosing.    
 
I heard someone say this past week that Christ Church has not changed.  Alleluia!  Christ 
Church has not changed!  We are still Christ’s Episcopal Church. 
 
The Book of Common Prayer is foundational to Episcopal worship and ecclesiology; it speaks 
our theology, and our communal life together.  We are People of the Book – the Prayer Book.  
Christ Church has not changed.   
 
What we do together in worship and mission, how we as Christ Church impact the community 
around us, surely has changed in the last ten years.  Consider these questions. 
 
Do the ministries of Christ Church have an impact in the community?  How do we gather, 
transform lives, and send out into the community?       
 
The Book of Common Prayer is the source of our liturgies.  We now add canticles, prayers and 
language – more feminist and inclusive – from Enriching Our Worship liturgies of the Episcopal 
Church.  We are further enriched by occasional services – Advent and Lent liturgies built 
around the music of Taize, Blessing of Homes, and innovative additions such as Laying Down 
the Stones during Holy Week. Centering Prayer is a mid-week service, alongside Evening 
Prayer. 
 
We tell the stories for Godly Play, gathering our children every Sunday around an interactive, 
‘ok to ask questions’ learning experience, rather than a more traditional Sunday school format. 
 
Eight outdoor services – five featuring a steel pan band – outdoors to encourage folks to stop by, 
to taste and see, and stay for fellowship & barbecue.  In 2019, we shared a bi-lingual 
multi-church service with Resurreccion and St. Paul’s Mt. Vernon, and St. James Sedro Wooley, 
and planned another for 2020.  
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Enriching our worship with liturgies of the Episcopal church.   
 
Consider some of our missional activities:  The ministry of the Red Door Thrift Shop. Here’s 
another – until the pandemic-forced closure, we offered the Gentry House rent free to the Skagit 
Adult Day Care to offer their important community ministry in Anacortes.  We provide a 
rent-free residential sanctuary for Fr. Dale, a Syriac Orthodox priest, who occasionally preaches 
or leads faith formation discussion.  
 
You, brothers and sisters, have given thousands of dollars to support the ministries of Chaplains 
on the Harbor, the Diocese of Jerusalem, the Foundation for Academic Endeavors serving 
hispanic and migrant children in the Skagit Valley, and the Anacortes Cold Weather Shelter.  In 
2020, we directed the bulk of the profits of the Red Door to the Synergy project –   the dream of 
providing infant day care in Anacortes. 
 
This past year, we paid off the mortgage on the Red Door property – one hundred percent of the 
profits will be available for community outreach, if we choose to use them that way.   
 
Sustaining our worship together, we now have three clergy, and three lay preachers.  We called 
and trained 5 licensed worship leaders, who support Sunday services at Chandler’s Square,  and 
8 am Morning Prayer in our sanctuary (in non-pandemic times). 
 
Fifteen+ congregants completed the four year Education for Ministry; another three are studying 
in a joint program with folks in Oak Harbor. Our lively and thought provoking adult faith 
formation programs head in a myriad of directions, with regular Sunday morning sessions, 
summer evening theology potlucks, book study, and special events, like Fierce Conversations 
and Appreciative Inquiry, and IDI ( intercultural development) workshop.  
  
Have we been transformed by our commitment to the ministry of all the baptized?  Have we 
positively impacted our community?  My answer to both is yes.   
 
Transfiguration Sunday.  In this moment of light that lifts away the weight of the present – let us 
hold onto the light as our strength and call into the future.  Be sent out, to the glory of God.  Be 
light-hearted. 
 
What is God’s dream for Christ Church?  What does God see in us? 
 
We listen for God’s voice.     Amen 
 


