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Lent 1 (B) - The Kingdom of God 

Today’s Gospel 

- Today’s Gospel reading from Mark compresses into two short paragraphs the 
Baptism of Jesus, the temptation and 40 days in the desert and Jesus proclaiming the 
Good News in Galilee  

- And in that last sentence we find the touchstone—the point of reference—for all the 
other teachings of Jesus  

The Kingdom of God 

- What is the touchstone of Jesus’ teaching? 

• Many will say: “loving your enemies,” or “forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us,” or “helping the poor., or “do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you…”  

• These are all essential parts of his message, but the touchstone—the central 
message—was “The Kingdom of God.”  

- However, in the 2,100 years since Jesus proclaimed that message, Biblical scholars 
are still not clear about what Jesus meant when he speaks about The Kingdom of 
God. 

• It’s a phrase that seems to have originated with Jesus.  

- My Bible app only shows one reference to the phrase (in Hebrew Testament, in 
the book of Wisdom, in one verse that speaks about the troubles between Jacob 
and his brother Esau (he who sold his birthright for a bowl of lentil soup);  

- The verse simply states: (10:10) “when a righteous man fled from his brother’s 
wrath, she [Wisdom] guided him on a straight path; she showed him the Kingdom 
of God, and gave him knowledge of Holy things.”  
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• This is a reference to Jacob’s dream at Bethel: of a ladder reaching to heaven, 
with the angels ascending and descending on it.  

• An obvious reference to the Kingdom of God as being somewhere “up there,” 
the heavenly abode of God and his angels.  

- However, Jesus gives us a less clear definition of the Kingdom of God 

• He describes it in some places as a future event; in other places, the Kingdom of 
God is at hand; it is already present. 

The Reign of God 

- Part of the difficulty arises in the translation.  

• “Kingdom of God” obliges us to think of a place. 

- I don’t know what word Jesus used in Aramaic, yet the Greek word used in the 
NT is “basileia,” which refers to “royal power,” “kingship,” or more simply stated, 
“The Reign of a king.” 

- That “reign of God” is more than just a place (like a kingdom). It is something that 
happens:  

• During the reign of God, the mighty will be cast down from their thrones and the 
lowly will be lifted up.  

• In the reign of God, those who cared for the poor and the refugee will be rewarded 
in the next life 

- Jesus doesn’t give us a catechism definition of the “Reign of God,”  

• Instead Jesus describes it in terms of poetry - we call them parables… “The 
Kingdom of God is:  

- As if someone were to scatter seed on the ground 

- Like a mustard seed 

- Like a treasure hidden in a field 



  Sunday, February 21, 2021 

3 

- But here, in Mark, Jesus says that the reign of God is closer than anyone imagined:  

• “the time is fulfilled,” Jesus says, “and the Kingdom of God has come near…”  

- In Mark, we know that the reign of God is near, because, with Jesus, things start 
happening right away:  

• Jesus enters the synagogue and teaches with authority 

• Jesus cures the man with an unclean spirit 

• Jesus heals Simon’s mother-in-law and many others 

• Jesus cleanses a leper 

Not a Noun, but a Verb 

- Given all this activity, the reign on God, in Mark, seems to be less of a place and 
more of something you do.  

- What are those things that people do during the reign of God? 

- #1: The reign of God is a hearing the call: 

• It’s a calling by Jesus to listen to the Good News 

- The Good News of returning to God, to care for one another and for the world 

- #2: The reign of God is a decision 

• Jesus calls us: “Repent, and believe in the Good News.”  

- To repent (literally “to turn”)…to turn away from evil and to turn to God 

- Repenting comes when we decide that, with God’s grace, change might be 
possible, even if we feel unworthy, discouraged, or just tired out 

- #2: The reign of God is discovered through action 
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• Jesus did not place himself on a high mountain and wait for the Reign of God to 
appear. The reign of God will not come about by putting on a happy face and 
pretending that everything will be OK. 

• After John was arrested, Jesus could have sunk into despair and decided that now 
wasn’t time for the Reign of God to arrive.  

- But instead Jesus tells us that belief in the Reign of God compels us to turn away 
from despair and fear 

• The Reign of God compels us to take a step and see how God can work in our 
lives.  

- The Reign of God is derived from Action and from Action we attain the Reign of God.  

- What kind of Actions will help to bring about the Reign of God?  

• Given that Jesus gave us no precise definition of the Reign of God and no step-by-step 
TripTik on how to achieve the Reign of God… 

- All I will do is mention three ways that work me as Action Steps  

- These seem to work for me; they may not work for you, and that’s perfectly OK, given 
the poetic nature of the Reign of God 

- Here are my Top Three Actions in describing the Reign of God 

- Action #1. Follow the example of Ignatius Loyola and Francis of Assisi: Do more of what 
gives me joy.  

• Do whatever it is that reminds me that life is worth living and that compels me to the 
possibility that I can make a difference. 

• And to do that, take time to pray about the times of joy and consolation in my day,  

- What has happened today that reminded me that God is present in my life?  

• and when did I feel that somehow God was harder to see? 

- Action #2. Join with others in bringing about the Reign of God.  

• Early on in my Air Force life (as a 2nd Lt at NKP) I came to the realization that I could do 
much more while being part of a team 
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• Maybe that’s why I am, a heart, a joiner.  

- A member of Christ Episcopal Church, the Kiwanis, the Masons, a number of Service 
and Outreach boards.  

- I’m part of all these groups because I firmly believe the reign of God will come, not so 
much from my working in isolation, but from joining forces with others 

- To bring about the reign of God, we need everyone!   

• Jesus assembled his disciples…and that wasn’t enough…He sent his disciples out to 
spread the Good News, to find even fore disciples 

• We need each other, and we need each other, now. 

• Well, that’s easier said than done. Working together is hard. 

- Our egos get in the way.  

- Our feelings of superiority or inadequacy get in the way 

- Sexism, racism, ageism all get in the way 

• That’s why it’s important to continue to support each other. That’s why it’s important for us 
to continue to connect with each other, even with the limitations of Zoom, in this service of 
Morning Prayer in Coffee Hour, in all the other groups that this congregation maintains.  

- Action #3. Celebrate successes: the big and the small. 

• We need to celebrate the courage and inventiveness and resilience we already have.  

• The Armed Forces have a good way of doing this 

- We have medals and ribbons on our chest: alive in ’65; people were shooting at me in 
the skies over Cambodia.  

- Not suggesting that we all be awarded and wear our ribbons to church 

• But churches are only as strong as the stories we tell 

- Stories of parables and disciples and saints and the holy work of people are woven into 
a larger tapestry of who we are 

- There are great stories out there about people whose lives have been affected by the gift of a 
prayer shawl.  
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- I know that this goes on, but I’m thinking we need to know more in order to make it part 
of our collective story 

• There are continuing stories from working moms and preschool kids and the efforts of Red 
Door volunteers making what so far is the largest contribution in the city to the Anacortes 
Infant Care Project 

• There are stories about members of this church who reached out and prayed for and cared 
for people in their sickness and in the last moments of their lives 

- But there ought to be better ways of telling each other what we appreciate about each other’s 
efforts and the difference those efforts have made, more than just putting a story in the Joyful 
Noise.   

• We might be more proactive in including that in our Liturgy 

- Include more prayers of thanksgiving along with prayers of petition (but those are usually 
only one-liners).  

- Celebrate our stories before our service begins…or during coffee hour 

• How best to do this?   There are some event planners in our congregation, perhaps 
they are awash with ideas.  

- However, we must remember that all of this is part of praying about and bringing about and 
celebrating about the Reign of God 

• In the final paragraph of today’s gospel reading, we hear Jesus proclaiming the Good 
News of God: the Kingdom of God has come near.  

• Exactly how near that Kingdom was obscure to Jesus’ listeners and is equally obscure to 
us, 

- But we do know that, as Mark continues telling the story, that Jesus is plainly saying, 
“The reign of God is here because I am here.”   


