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Jesus At the Temple 
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

 
Take a moment and reflect on a trip that became a nightmare – perhaps not the entire 
trip but part of it.  You may have arrived at the airport to learn your flight was delayed 
causing you to miss the connecting flight or cancelled. When you arrived at your hotel 
the room was not what was advertised.  You discovered there were fees for using the 
pool, a surcharge for the meals that were provided in your resort package, and staff who 
were rude and uncooperative both with the airline and the hotel. 
 
How did you feel?  How did you react?  Were you upset? 
 
In the Gospel reading Jesus had a similar experience.  According to Jean-Pierre Isbouts 
in the History and Archeology of the Bible Jesus was frustrated.  After a year or more of 
hard campaigning he didn’t see the change in Galilee that he had worked so hard to 
attain.  Jesus decided to go with his disciples from Capernaum to Jerusalem to do what 
Jeremiah had done which was to deliver a sermon in the forecourt of the temple. They 
arrived in Jerusalem at the time of the Passover.  
 

Jerusalem was a city built to house 
around 50,000 people but during the 
Passover the populations swelled to 
over 300,000 pilgrims filling every nook 
and cranny.  Some could afford to stay 
in an inn, but most families camped out 
near the Temple.  It was the eve of the 
Passover and the male head of each 
household was expected to sacrifice a 
lamb or goat. Previously the sale of 
sacrificial animals was held on the 

Mount of Olives because that was where most people were camped.  The sacrificial 
lamb or goat had to be one year old and without any blemish or injury.  However, it was 
difficult to get a lamb or goat through the alleyways of Jerusalem with pilgrims jostling to 
try to get to the temple.  The chances of the animal getting squeezed or hurt were great, 
and that would disqualify the precious purchase for sacrifice.  So, what Caiaphas, the 
Head Priest, had done was to bring the sale of these animals inside the temple.  Now 
the pilgrims did not have to worry about getting your lamb safely to the Temple and 
were guaranteed your lamb, or dove if you were poor, would be sacrificed. 
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The problem with purchasing the sacrificial animals in the temple was that Roman coins 
or any currency, which bore the image of a king or emperor, were not allowed.  To solve 
this problem the priests brought money changers who would change your coins into 
shekels which could be used in the temple.  It seems that what occurred is that money 
changers collected a fee, and the sacrificial animals were probably sold at a higher price 
because they were inside the Temple.  Think of going to a Seahawks football game.  
The $1.50 hot dog and drink you can purchase at Costco is now $15.00 because you 
are inside Lumen Field or Seahawks stadium! 
 
Jesus was angry. He had come to speak, not to sacrifice. For Jesus the temple was a 
house of prayer. Instead, he saw the whole forecourt had been turned into a Middle 
East Bazaar, filled with money changers and sellers of sacrificial animals.      Making a 

whip of cords, he drove 
all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of 
the money changers 
and overturned their 
tables. He told those 
who were selling the 
doves, “Take these 
things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s 
house a marketplace!”  
The Jews then said to 
him, “What sign can you 

show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of 
his body. 
 
The Jews had fooled the people with a piety that had become idolatry and had allowed 
physical structures to take the place of a God who spoke clearly about idols. In Exodus 
God says, “You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a 
jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 
generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.” 
 
The flag that is supposed to remind us of our freedom becomes an idol to be 
worshipped at athletic games; money that should be used to educate and feed children 
and help the homeless becomes an idol for many who already have too much of it.  
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In addition to worshipping idols, we fail to follow God in our daily lives.  Some people 
believe wearing masks and social distancing becomes a violation of personal freedom 
at the expense of infecting more people.  The killing of George Floyd last May increased 
our awareness of  Black Lives Matter, the Jim Crow laws, and white superiority but will 
we do anything about it or just “kick the can down the road”?   
 
Psalm 19 sings in awe of the power of God and the perfection of God’s law.  Verses 9 
and 10 address the power of God and the worshipping of idols. 

 9 The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 

 10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

 
In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians their lives as Christians were countercultural.  Is this 
still true today?  Are we too caught up in our own lives to see the power of God at work? 
 
Christ is doing some “spring cleaning”.  The people at the temple demanded a “sign” but 
what they failed to realize is the “sign” was right in front of them.  They were too caught 
up in their lives to see the power of God at work.  It was also clear the money changers 
and priests were putting themselves before God, worshipping idols and enriching their 
coffers with the money exchange and the sale of lambs.  Jesus had no tolerance for this 
behavior.  They failed to follow God and do what God wanted them to do. 
 
Where are you in this story?  What things do you need to do to see the power of God in 
your life? What idols are you worshipping?  Are you following God? Lent is time of 
personal reflection, an opportunity to reflect on how you can be the person God wants 
you to be.  Peter Marty, publisher of Christian Century, states in the current issue in 
regard to sin, “we know exactly what we’re doing when we succumb to temptation as if 
it’s acceptable.  On the other hand, sin is a part of being human.  We fail to do the good 
we intended without any desire to disappoint God.  In any case, intentional wrong or 
unintended hurt, sin is the mess we create within ourselves.” 
 
God chose the Jews and led them to the promised land.  However, they failed to follow 
God and were first conquered by the Assyrians and then later exiled to Babylon.  
Following God sounds nice but how do you do follow God?  This is a key question and 
an opportunity for reflection.  
 
Bishop Michael Curry in his book, Love Is the Way, provides an answer. – The Way of 
Love. The Bible says to love God with all your heart and all your soul.  The way you 
show your love to God is to love your neighbor as yourself.  Remember that God loves 
each of us unconditionally no matter who we are or what we do.  God even loves those 
who we see as our enemy or belong to the wrong “tribe”. Today we live in a tribal 
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society where everyone must either win or lose.  It seems like it would be difficult to love 
your neighbor if you must win against that person. It is difficult to love your neighbor 
when you are convinced that your neighbor is a loser because of his or her political 
party, race, cultural background, or some other factor.  Loving your neighbor doesn’t 
mean you have to like your neighbor.  However, remember that God loves that person 
even if you do not or cannot.  Take a moment to listen when your neighbor is speaking.  
Our Nation has division that are particularly painful and real.  Powerful forces exploit 
that pain.  Extremism and mistrust dominate our society, and many doubts our shared 
future.  However, the one thing we can be sure of is that whatever the future holds all of 
us will share it.  We will live together as family or perish as fools. Living this past year 
with COVID-19 provides a good example.  
 
God is not finished with us yet.  Love is still with God.  We need to choose love, to 
choose community.  To do that we need to heal, to listen to others, to understand 
others, especially those with whom we disagree.  We need to trust each other, to tell 
each other the truth and listen to their truths.  A  question you can ask a person is, “For 
a particular issue, what is the story of your life that brought you that conclusion?”  Then 
listen intently to their answer as they respond.  Try to respect their answer even when 
you disagree.  This is one way to love your neighbor, especially the neighbor who 
doesn’t share your beliefs or thoughts. 
 
At the same time, we live in a Nation that thrives on fear, hate, and discrimination. Just 
as Jesus would not tolerate the money changers in the temple, we need to understand 
that loving God and loving your neighbor does not include fear, hate, and discrimination.  
We must let our neighbors know we do not approve of that kind of behavior.   
 
A good place to focus on following and loving God and our neighbors is in our 
community.  It’s difficult to change the world, our Nation, or even our state, but we can 
have an impact with our neighbors, our friends, our neighbors in Anacortes and Skagit 
county.  Many of you are doing that already.  Remember Love is the Way. 
 
I would like to end a poem by Robert Fulghum, All I Really Need to Know I learned in 
Kindergarten that Bishop Curry shared in his book. 
 
Share everything. 
 
Play fair. 
 
Don’t hit people. 
 
Put things back where you found them. 
 
Clean up your own mess. 
 
Don’t take things that aren’t yours. 
 



5 
 

Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody. 
 
Wash your hands before you eat. 
 
Flush. 
 
Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. 
 
Live a balanced life – learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and 
dance and play and work every day some. 
 
Take a nap every afternoon. 
 
When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together. 
 
Amen 

Enjoy this You Tube video courtesy of Tom Foggin, Love Is Still The 
Answer 
 


