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Lent 5 (Yr B) - The Greeks 

Wanted Dead or Alive 

- In today’s Gospel story we hear about the visit of “some Greeks,” who wanted to see Jesus.  

• When he hears about the Greeks, Jesus begins a rapturous monologue that seems way out 
of proportion to the event…  

- We hear Jesus say, “Now is the time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his 
glory... 

- The he gives us a Quick parable about the kernel of wheat 

• ...and concludes this with a statement about how those who love their life will lose it 

- We hear Jesus predicting his death, and wondering whether he should go through with 
what’s coming ahead 

• And all of this concludes with the voice speaking from heaven,  

• My first reading of this event started me thinking, “now what set him off?” “We get all this 
just because some Greeks came to visit?” 

- So what is going on? 

- A bit o’Backstory 

- This visit by the Greeks comes just after a series of events that set up the final clash between 
Jesus and the chief priests 

• The event the really precipitated the crisis in the Gospel of John, is the raising of Lazarus 
from the dead.   

- Immediately after the miracle, and from the reaction it caused among the people, the 
Sanhedrin felt themselves obliged to take steps to arrest and kill Jesus. 
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• From this time, we have the famous statement from the chief priest, Caiaphas, … “It is 
better to have one man die for the people than to have the whole nation destroyed.” 
(11:50) 

- Or “It is better that he should go so that we might remain in power, hand in glove 
with the Romans” 

• Jesus foiled this plan by escaping to Ephraim, (11:54) a town near the wilderness 

- Shortly thereafter, the Passover festival fast approaches  and a crowd of pilgrims come to 
Jerusalem in good order.  They are under quarantine (to ensure that there would be no 
ceremonial defilement that would prevent them from joining in the festival.  

• With this time on their hands and nothing much to do, many people speculate about this 
man Jesus and whether he would show up for the Passover.  

• When they hear that Jesus was a short distance away to the East, at Martha’s home in 
Bethany,  

- They went across the Kidron Valley and over the Mount of Olives to the village, partly to 
see Jesus, but even more to see the man who had been dead for four days and was 
brought back to life.  

- This was the viral news story of the day 

• People who had seen Lazarus raised from the dead \  reported it throughout the 
region, saying that this was a definite miracle and there could be no possible doubt 
about the facts. 

• Because the witnesses were very close to the opening of the grave; they could smell 
the stink of death rising from the entrance; they had witnessed with their own eyes 
the death of Lazarus and his walking out from the tomb  

• And with this, the chief priests become even more concerned, and add the name of Lazarus 
to the list of those who needed to be eradicated.  

• Then, things become even worse for the priests.   

- On the following day, the people hear that Jesus is coming to Jerusalem, and a great 
crowd go out to meet him, and they are even more enthusiastic just to be able to see the 
man who performed this miracle, and as Jesus rides into town they proclaim, “Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord”. 
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- The Pharisees know that things have already spiraled out of control, and somehow, the 
situation was even worse than it was before.  

• The members of the Sanhedrin say to one another, “You see you can do nothing. Look, 
the world has gone after him.” (12:19) 

- The Greeks 

- [...the world has gone after him...] And just as if to prove the point, these Greeks show up, and 
they want to meet Jesus 

• Were they serious seekers after truth and God, or were they just curious about the miracle 
worker? 

• We don’t know, but we do know that Phillip is a little hesitant to bring the Greeks to see 
Jesus 

- After all hadn’t Jesus said to another foreigner, “I am sent only to the lost sheep of 
Israel.”  

• So Phillip gathers up Andrew for support , and they both go to Jesus and report the request 
of the Greeks…and they are surprised at the reaction of Jesus.  

- Instead of hearing Jesus say his usual comment, “Now is not the time; now is not the hour,” 

• Jesus was completely moved by the visit of this handful of Greeks   

- Instead Jesus, does a complete turn-around and says, “Now has come the time for the Son of 
Man to be glorified!” 

- Wow!  What’s going on? 

- A Long hard Look at the Real 

- Let’s step back for a moment:  

- Those who do a daily Examen or keep a gratitude journal, go through the day with the goal of 
keeping themselves aware of when God is working in their lives 

• The Examen asks us to be aware of specific times and events during the day when we 
experience God’s presence 
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• One definition of prayer is that it is taking time out to take a long hard look at the real and 
then await the workings of the Holy Spirit to show us the real reality behind those events.  

- Jesus models this for us throughout all the Gospel Stories 

• Jesus had the particular gift to take a long hard look at the real and  

- from that he discerned the presence and the working of God in the world.  

• For Jesus, Anything was possible in God’s world, and something wonderful could break in at 
any moment.  

- So we might look at event as “no big deal” and “nothing to see here,  

• Jesus sees the same event as the opening to something huge and overpowering and 
stupendous 

- Like at his Baptism—in Matthew’s telling of the event— when Jesus saw the heavens 
were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending on him like a dove. 

- Like when the 72 disciples returned from their missionary journey (in Luke’s Gospel) and 
reported to Jesus that “even the demons obey us when we use your name.”  

• This only  seemed like a tiny blip on the radar screen of evil in the world,  

- Jesus, on the other hand met them with a cry of triumph: While you were out, “I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven,” he says. 

• Jesus understood that the battle had begun, and it would continue until Satan was 
down and out and evil overthrown.   

- Something similar is happening here. 

• A few Greeks ask to see Jesus. 

- And Jesus the Christ—as he takes a long, hard look at the real—sees past this small group 
of Greeks and sees all the Gentile people lined up in time behind them  

• The sees them as the vanguard of the masses of Gentile people down through the 
centuries who would follow this handful of Greeks into into the Kingdom of God.   

• it was at this point, I believe, that Jesus saw that now was the time to throw off his 
usual caution—the caution that that enabled him to evade the temple guards sent to 
arrest him and the  caution that enabled him to melt into the crowd as the Pharisees 
were looking for rocks to stone him. 
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•  Time after time, we hear Jesus say, “The hour has not yet come.”  

- Now, at last we hear Jesus say, “The hour has come for the son of man to be 
glorified.” 

- This is that hour,  

• This is the event that Jesus knows will start him on that long pathway to Calvary. 

- The appearance of the Greeks is a sign that what he started in Palestine will spread 
throughout the world 

- This is the hour that Jesus looks forward to in his time on the cross,—and his 
redemption of the world—when he will say, “it is finished.” 

• “My work on earth is finished,” Jesus will say from the cross, but he also seems to 
understand from this appearance by these Greeks “that although my work on 
earth is finished, but it still is working 

- “and it will continue to work.  

- No matter how bad things may appear to be,” Jesus seems to say from the 
cross, “I have not failed in the task that God has given me to do.” 

 


