
Tips for Baking Polymer Clay (from thebluebottletree.com) 
 

 
It is a myth that you shouldn’t use the same oven to bake polymer clay as you cook 
your food. The most important thing is to use an oven that can reach and maintain the 
correct temperature. Home ovens tend to be more stable, and therefore safer to use 
than toaster ovens. 

The most important factor for creating a solid cure with your polymer clay project is to 
bake at the correct temperature. Have a look on the label of your block of clay to see 
what baking temperature is recommended for your brand. You want to make sure that 
your oven is reaching and maintaining that temperature within 5-10 degrees. 

Use an oven thermometer to verify the temperature inside the oven. 
 
Always Preheat! It’s a good idea to preheat your oven before you place your project 
inside. 
 
Baking containers - You can use any heat-resistant pan or tray. Line your baking tray 
with a sheet of cardstock, some plain copy paper, or a piece of parchment paper.  

 
Baking Beads - To prevent beads 
from rolling around in a pan, set 
them into the folds of a piece of fan 
folded paper.  

 

 

 

You can also string them onto metal wires 
and suspend them across your baking pan 
or a small box. Bead wires work well if you 
are adding surface treatments that would 
be marred if you, instead, cured them while 
sitting on a surface.  

 

https://thebluebottletree.com/baking-polymer-clay/


 

 

Protect your beads during baking - direct heat of an oven’s element can cause 
darkening or browning of your project. At the simplest, just a folded piece of card can 
provide protection from the oven’s heating element. You can use two foil pans as a 
baking chamber, with one inverted as a lid. Clip it closed with a metal binder clip. 

 

Special Settings and Adjustments - If your oven has a dial to select the heating 
element to be used (top/bottom/both), make sure to have both elements on. You want to 
have even heating. 

You should always cure your project for at least 30 minutes for each ¼” (6mm) of 
thickness. Many professional polymer clay artists routinely cure their items for an hour 
or longer, regardless of thickness. Longer baking ensures a complete cure and gives 
the strongest result possible. As long as you don’t exceed recommended temperature, a 
longer baking time will produce a stronger end result. Re-baking cured clay will not 
cause it to burn. Be aware that baking is not additive. Baking three times at 10 minutes 
does not equal baking for 30 minutes. In reality, it’s the same as baking for 10 minutes. 

Because polymer clay’s particles of plastic fuse together with heat and time, it’s 
important that you don’t underbake your project. Baking at too low of a temperature 
and for too short of a time will result in a weak final project that isn’t flexible and durable. 
If your item breaks after baking, it is most likely due to underbaking. Check your 
temperature and bake the next project longer. 

  


