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The Reverend Diane Ramerman 
2021-04-18 
Year B Easter 3 
 
3 Easter 
Luke 24:36-48 
 
 
During the fifty days of Easter season, readings from the Book of Acts of the Apostles replace 
our customary first reading from the Hebrew Testament. We hear what the disciples are doing 
after the Resurrection.  This Sunday, we move backwards in chronology, from Pentecost (our 
first reading) to the first days of Easter (our gospel reading). 
 
Today’s passage from Acts is part of the apostle Peter’s second sermon after Pentecost.  On 
Pentecost, Peter addressed the crowds in the presence of tongues of fire, with “devout Jews from 
every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem” in attendance.  Acts 2:5.  After that sermon, 
three thousand people were baptized.  
 
The occasion for Peter’s second address was the healing of a man lame from birth. The crippled 
beggar had approached Peter and John.  Peter said “I have no silver or gold, but what I have I 
give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” Acts 3:6.  And the man 
did walk.  
 
The people witnessing this miraculous healing assumed that Peter and John had healed the man.  
Peter seeks to disabuse them of that notion, saying that the source of the healing is Jesus:  Peter 
and John acting in the name of Jesus.  
 
Peter speaks harshly to the Israelites gathered at the gate to the temple.. His words are accusatory 
– ‘you handed Jesus over, you rejected the Holy One, you killed the author of life’.   Peter 
exhorts them to repent– to turn, to change their minds about who Jesus was and is.  
 
This passage – and much of Acts – can be read as anti-Semitic. In this season of our lives, when 
we are awaking to variations on systemic racism in the church, our justice system and our daily 
lives, it is important to confront the possibility of anti-Semitism in our scripture.   
 
Here is what is important to remember, and draw your own conclusion.  Peter himself was 
Jewish; Jesus was Jewish, the people in Jerusalem for the Pentecost celebration of the giving of 
the law were Jewish; and the people gathered in Jerusalem fifty days earlier for the Passover 
celebration, when Jesus was crucified, were Jewish.  Peter’s accusatory language is directed at 
his fellow Jews.   
 
This  is much like me condemning systemic racism based on white privilege.  I am one of the 
people condemned by my own words. I am asking, seeking all of us to repent, to experience 
metanoia, a turning.  To change our minds about those beliefs, attitudes, and the privileges 
which underlie racism in our society.  
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Peter says, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.  We, like those in 
Jerusalem in Peter’s day, are most complicit in evil-doing when we act in ignorance. Many of us 
deny we experience privilege because of the color of our skin.  We need to recognize and claim 
the reality of privilege before we can overcome it.    
 
Overcoming ignorance, turning to the living God, brings the kingdom closer and allows us to 
experience life as God intends for us.  Acting as one people, setting aside persecution and 
violence. Setting aside racism of any kind.  Seeing Jesus as the source of our healing.   
 
Repentance is our response to brokenness.  Repent (the greek word metanoia) literally means, 
change the mind.  Change your mind about Jesus, Peter urges.  Acts 4:4 tells us that five 
thousand were converted after Peter’s second speech.  
 
We  can be healed of our racism.   
 
Especially on this third Sunday of Easter, let us celebrate that healing is not the exception, and 
brokenness is not the rule.  With Jesus, anything is possible. 
 
What better proof that brokenness is not the rule than the disciples first encounter with the risen 
Christ? 
 
In today’s gospel reading, Luke describes the same moment of Jesus’s appearance to his 
disciples that we heard about in last Sunday’s Gospel according to John.  
 
“Peace be with you,” Jesus says. Once again, the disciples are described as startled, terrified, 
frightened.  Unable to believe their eyes and ears.  Confronted with the immediate knowledge 
that something new had occurred in Christ that could not be comprehended by current ways of 
thinking about nature.  
 
Jesus had told them he would rise on the third day, and yet.... and yet.  Doubt is the companion 
of faith, not the opposite.  Jesus is there, in the flesh, just as he said he would be.  Reassurance 
flows from Jesus, not criticism.  It is ok to doubt, to question, he says.  Just look, touch, 
experience until you are sure about the risen Christ.  
 
We use ‘discernment’ to explore a call to ministry or life change – we do discernment not so 
much to discover a new or different answer, as  to resolve and find peace about any doubts we 
may have about the path ahead.  And often we find in discernment that the path  has already 
grabbed us, found us –  the path has chosen us.   
 
You are witnesses, Jesus says to his disciples.  And so we are. 
 
I wonder, though, why the disciples linger in this extended moment of fear. It is still that first day 
of Easter, of course, and the disciples are gathered together and in hiding.  Fear is a natural 
human response, and it likely our own response when faced with unknowing –  standing on the 



 Page 3 of  4

brink of the unknown. Recall the fear of the women at the empty tomb, that they might be  held 
responsible for stealing the body,  or tried as co-conspirators in the insurrection.   
 
There is something else I wonder about. Jewish groups of Jesus’ day were divided on the 
question of whether there would be a resurrection – resurrection, according to Daniel (12:1-3) 
would be the time of reckoning, of judgement.  When the resurrected Jesus appears to the 
disciples, one fear was likely the immediacy of the divine judgement.  Each of the disciples had, 
in their own way, betrayed Jesus at the crucifixion.  Peter by his denials. Others by not 
objecting.  Some by hiding, disappearing.  And Judas by leading the soldiers to Jesus.   
 
I imagine the disciples were overwhelmingly relieved that Jesus did not accuse them, or judge  
them.  Instead he greets them all with words of peace.  Forgiveness. Grace.   
 
This peace of God is a special kind of peace.  Not a cessation of battle. It is the peace that helps 
us come down from a place of high anxiety, or out of the darkness into the light.  The kind of 
peace that says, it’s ok, do not panic.  You can breathe now.  And you find you can. The Peace 
of Christ is a spacious peace.  
 
Some years ago, in my chaplain work, I sat with a woman who was about to be discharged into 
hospice care.  I had talked with her before, and this was her last day in the hospital.  I asked her 
what was on her mind? She smiled, and we sat in silence for five or so minutes.  Then she said, 
‘and that’s what I’ve been thinking about.’  I thanked her for sharing.  She said, I love you. And 
I said I love you, too.   I left the room to make other visits, filled with this experience of the 
peace of the Risen Christ. 
 
Jesus explains the scriptures to his disciples. “ It is written that the Messiah is to suffer and to 
rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”  
 
That is big news.  In place of judgment, the forgiveness of sins. Forgiveness fulfills the 
scriptures.  Repentance fulfills the scriptures. Our brokenness healed . fulfills the scriptures.  
 
Jesus asks for something to eat.  Why did Jesus do that?  We do not imagine that ghosts – or a 
resurrected body – needs to eat.  So perhaps by eating fish with the disciples Jesus merely 
intended to comfort them by engaging in the ordinary.  
 
Still,   I think it is much more than that.  The disciples accepted the full humanity of Jesus’ 
earthly being. Now, sharing in table fellowship, they are asked to accept the full humanity of the 
resurrected Christ.  
 
Our humanity is not cast off, disposed of, in the resurrection.  Our humanity is fully susceptible 
to salvation.  We – the creatures formed by God – are good as God intended and do not need to 
shed our humanity to be saved.   
What does that provocative thought mean to you? 
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I think that to accept the full humanity of the risen Christ requires us to also accept our present 
reality as the place where significant transformations take place.  In us, and in the world around 
us.  Our opportunity for transformation is here and now.   
 
We work for the transformation in this world so that humanity itself may be returned to the 
original state of God’s intention for us.  Broken is not our original state.  And grace is more 
original than sin. 
 
We cannot escape our fears; these are part of our humanity.  But we can ask what in our 
communities needs the peace, the presence of the risen Christ?  
 
And then, we must go there to heal in the name of Jesus. Credible witnesses, god-bearers.  
 
Give thanks and call upon His name. 
 
Amen 
 
The Rev. Diane Ramerman 
April 18, 2021 


