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Mothers’ Day and Rogation Day 

Sermon John 15: 9-17 

 

                “Live in My Love as I Live Within You” 

 Last week we learned various meanings, usages and tenses of the word “to 
abide” as in John’s Lesson…    “Abide in Me, As I abide in You.” 

This week we add another dimension to God’s love- 

Joy- rephrasing the passage to be:  

Live in my joy    as I    take joy in you  

Joy paralleling love,              

 love bringing joy when we receive and give 

  

Love, the word can be defined, dissected, extrapolated, analyzed and 
psychoanalyzed to the nth degree.  But John’s message is short and sweet and to 
the point:  Love God 

                    As He loves you, His Child. 

          Love others (all your brothers and sisters) 

           As He loves them- His Children 

Love LIKE God….LIKE Jesus…LIKE the Holy Spirit 

I know we can never reach that level of love-we’re humans, but we keep trying, 

we fall and we try again. 

We set our standard 

On God’s standard 



God’s love-Agape love 

As defined in Wikipedia, agape love:”…referring to unconditional love, “the 

highest form of love, charity” and “the love of God for man and of man for God…a 

universal unconditional love that transcends and persists regardless of 

circumstances.” 

It is this love God gave 

To us with His gift of His Son-Jesus. 

It is this love that 

Jesus gave to us with His life. 

It is this love 

Given to us through the Spirit. 

 

 This IS our spiritual journey:  “to abide in His Love, as His love abides in us.” 

“I can’t stand my neighbor, but I love him as God’s child,” isn’t going to cut it. 

I love all my brothers and sisters in faith, but these people aren’t of my faith, the 

true faith, so I don’t really have to love them,” isn’t going to cut it. 

John opens up our world  of just our family, our church, our politics, our color, 

culture nation…Our world-God’s world -is of the greater community which 

includes all of His children that He created, and it is commanded, yes 

commanded,  that we love all His children as our brothers and sisters with agape 

love, 



and  by following, by obeying this commandment we joyfully give agape love back 

to our creator, our Father. 

 

 Could we have asked for a more appropriate gospel to have for today: 

Mothers’ Day and Rogation Sunday, celebrating love, beauty and happiness? 

Hopefully not to be disrespectful to John’s passage, let’s relook at these verses, 

but in the image of a mother speaking to her newborn or even to her adult child: 

 “I love you the way, my Father(Mother) God loves me 

  Make yourself at home in my love 

  I tell you this for a purpose: that my joy might be your joy. 

 Love others the way I love you. 

 You are my friend. 

 I will share with you all that I’ve learned from my Father (Mother) God. 

 I choose you as my child.” 

In this image the word ‘mother’ is a noun, and we can see what a mother is and 

how she feels, but ‘mothering’ is also a verb which involves more than a woman 

giving birth to a child.  Did you know that the U.K. Mothering Day was a reaction 

to America’s Mother Day?  It is to celebrate not only our earthly mothers, but our 

mother church, Mary, mother of Jesus and Mother Nature. Using the term 

‘mothering’ I’d like to enlarge the celebration to all those who participate in this 

calling of unconditional agape love. 



-the single dads who do both jobs of mom and dad 

-the auntys who are always there no matter what to step in when needed and 

even spoil the little and big ones 

-the grandmas who love, nurture and totally accept their little one’s little ones 

-the neighbors who keep a watchful eye out and buy the campfire mints and 

support the school fundraisers 

-the teachers who not only instruct, but button and unbutton, wipe the tears, find 

the extra snack and listen to what needs listening to 

-to the Godmothers who keep us on the right track 

 

Yes, it can take a village to raise a child and thanks to our loving God we have the 

blessing of earthly mothers of many kinds to see, feel and act on God’s perfect 

and complete love. 

 

To all those who are mothers, had a mother, mothered others, lived on this 

beautiful Mother Earth 

 a very happy and blessed Mothers’ Day and Rogation Sunday 

 

 

 

 


