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The Spirit of Truth 
 
Holy One, Jesus teaches us about the Spirit of Truth, the advocate. Illumine our minds, 
we pray, amid the uncertainties and confusions of our time that we may show forth your 
eternal truth. Amen 
 
The Spirit of truth.   The Spirit of truth who comes from the father.  Jesus says the Spirit will 
guide the disciples into all truth – truth they ‘could not bear’ without the Spirit’s help.  The Holy 
Spirit will reveal things to the disciples they could not discern on their own–  and then give 
them the strength to live that truth. 
 
The Spirit of truth will guide us  into all truth. And give us strength to live into that truth,  
under new and unfolding circumstances. 
 
The celebration of Pentecost is charged with drama and significance.  It was a Jewish festival 
commemorating the early harvest and the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses.  Devout 
Jews from all over the Roman world, speaking many different languages, gathered in Jerusalem. 
Ordinary people came together in a celebration of community.  
 
The disciples were still in hiding.  Like college students waiting for their graduation ceremony 
to begin, they waited for what would come next. When do they step out?  How do they step out?   
Jesus had told them the advocate would come to guide them.   And they... waited.   
 
Putting your hope in the Lord is one of the biggest steps in walking the Way of Jesus.  
 
Pentecost roared in with a bang. The sound of a violent wind filled the entire house where they 
were sitting.  Tongues as of fire filled the disciples with the Holy Spirit and gave them the 
ability to speak to all who were gathered in  language they understood.  
 

All were amazed...and perplexed, saying to one another,    What does this mean? But 
others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

 
That was an explanation, not an accusation. It was a festival day, after all.  
 
All of them, all of the people gathered, heard what Peter had to tell them.   Amazed...and 
astonished. Pentecost is about the miracle of community.  
 
What is God’s truth that we are urged to hear today? 
 
Tuesday, May 25, marks the one-year anniversary of the death of George Floyd at the hands of 
police officers responding to a 911 call.  The event ignited a world-wide racial reckoning.   
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That event brought into our living rooms the portrait of unnecessary brutality, racism, 
disproportionate force, (it was a counterfeit $20 bill, for goodness sake!) And the power of social 
media and witness video to garner the attention of millions.  Our awareness of social injustices 
generally was called out.   
 
We are called out to self-examination.  What was your first reaction?  Did you see injustice?  
Did you see over-reaction?  Did you see a crowd threat? Did you look for justification for the 
police action–  or imagine yourself in solidarity with those who stood by taking videos?  Or 
wish you could un-see the video?   
 
Ask yourself honestly, what did you experience and think then.  Let go of  the ‘politically 
correct’ response or where you go after you filter out your first reaction – just notice your own 
first thoughts. And then remember — our cultural response is learned, taught to us overtly and 
covertly.  
 
Over the past weeks we have read/heard about incident after incident of the deaths of Black 
people at the hands of police.  At least fifteen states have or shortly will legislate away the 
teaching and  historical re-examination of racism in this country.  
  
We gather today for the first time in our sanctuary in more than a year.  The doors are wide open 
–  the wind of the Spirit can rush through and fill the entire house.  
 
What is the truth spoken to us  on this day? What is the heart of the matter, the deepest truth?    
 
Jesus says,[the advocate] will prove the world wrong about sin....’  We tend to portray sin as 
particular acts or violation of particular rules.  Rules and principles are important, but sin is a 
deeper reality.  Sin is everything that stands between us and God.   
 
When people say racism is America’s original sin, they are using the metaphor to assert that 
racism is an inescapable part of America’s story, a systemic problem that dates from our earliest 
days as a nation and reaches into today’s reality.  It is our collective story, whether it is your 
individual way or not.  
 
God’s nature is disclosed to us through Christ, Christ is God’s love for all people. How then are 
we led into truth by the Holy Spirit, on this issue of racism? 
 
The apostle Paul laments our weaknesses and speaks our hope for redemption.  If the events of 
the past year have taught us anything, it is to look for the path of redemption. 
 
The theology  of redemption requires us to first acknowledge our sin. Collectively and 
individually.   A move toward redemption means a move toward the truth about ourselves, our 
history – and our shared future. Our journey toward redemption must begin with confession. 
 
 “ If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 1 John 1:8 
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Racism is not just my attitude, my response.  It is the history of the subjugation, differentiation, 
separation of the races.  The ways in which we have deviated from the community gathered at 
Pentecost in Jerusalem, hearing the Spirit speak through Peter in languages they could each 
understand.    
 
On Pentecost, we come face to face with the history of our Church, for many think of Pentecost 
as the Church’s birthday.  How many people were there.  And how quickly the movement 
grew.  Early in the 4th century, Constantine declared Christianity the religion of his empire  — 
the first broad brush example of  evangelism linking conversion to Christianity with the 
surrender of local culture.  In more modern times, think of colonialism, or of our treatment of 
the indigenous peoples of this country as we collected their young people into Christian schools 
created to teach white culture and beliefs. 
 
Churches across the nation are signing a Covenant to Root out Racism. Our Bishop Greg Rickel 
has signed on behalf of all the churches in our Diocese.  The Covenant is lengthy, and it is 
couched in the language of white people, the people of social and political privilege in this 
country. It is uncomfortable.  It is challenging.  The concerns voiced are real.   
 
I think that People of Color face more opportunity and have greater security than a few 
generations ago – and I do not think it is racist to say I think there has been progress.  Still,  I 
have never been denied service in a restaurant because of the color of my skin, or followed in a 
store while shopping, or harassed by a police officer as I jogged down a sidewalk at dusk. So I 
don’t know the depth and breadth of the experience of People of Color.   
 
Admitting progress is not the same thing as healing the past or preparing the future.  
Redemption is not about guilt trips – it is about looking deeply into our past.  Allowing 
ourselves to lament that past, and then to commit to change.      
 
A lamentation, from the Commission for Liturgy and the Arts, Diocese of Olympia. . 
 

We lament the Church’s role in the subjugation, enslavement and genocide of societies of 
indigenous peoples, including Native Americans and Pacific Islanders. Lord have mercy 
upon us. 

 
Since December, we have opened our worship services and Bishop’s Committee meetings with 
an acknowledgment that we are on the ancestral lands of the Coast Salish peoples.  We did not 
pay the indigenous people for their land, we did not negotiate.  We settled on it, we claimed it as 
ours.  We tolerated attitudes of white superiority, and acted on white privilege.   
 
In our Christ Church records, from 1896 or so, the death of a parishioner is recorded, with the 
note in the priest’s hand, shot by a drunk  indian.  And then, in the same hand but different ink, 
the later notation, indian acquitted.  
 
Racism compelled the priest to note the ethnicity and circumstance, to spell out the stereotype as 
‘cause of death’.  I also hear the confession and redemption of the priest’s returning to that 
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church record to correct it.   The record stands as a marker for Christ Church, who we are, who 
we want to be.   
 
Can we return to our broader historical record, lament it, and correct our own behavior in the 
future? 
 
Another lamentation from our Liturgical Commission, as we think about George Floyd and the 
many others who have died while in police custody.  
 

We lament the systems of white supremacy, white exceptionalism and white privilege 
present in the Church that have condoned people – particularly people of African descent 
– being viewed as less, inferior or unworthy rather than as beloved children of God, made 
in the image of the divine.  Lord have mercy upon us. 

 
You may be wondering why these lamentations are focused on the role of the Church. To which 
I respond, because that is who we are.  The Church.  We are people of faith, and we are called 
to something greater than the minimum.  The Spirit of Truth.  
 
The Covenant to Root out Racism seeks this commitment from each of us: 
 

Will you covenant to re-examine the history of our communities of faith and institutions 
to, in tangible ways, acknowledge racist legacies and to recognize, remember and retell 
the stories of Native American, enslaved persons and other People of Color, whose labor 
contributes to white privilege? 

 
 We will, with God’s help. 
 
The weight of history and interpretation rest on us.  The Spirit of Truth speaks to us.  The Holy 
Spirit reveals what we cannot discern on our own, and then gives us strength to live that truth.   
Amen 
 
The Rev. Diane Ramerman 
May 23, 2021 


