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In God We Trust 

 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 
 

I have a One Dollar bill (show $1.00 bill).  If you have a One Dollar bill, take it out and 
look at the backside of the bill.  What does it say?  It says IN GOD WE TRUST. Today’s 
homily is about following God and living in God’s Kingdom by putting our trust in God. 

Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul.  
And the Lord was sorry that He had made Saul king over Israel.  Matthew Johnson, 
Associate Pastor at Barrington Methodist Church in Illinois, discusses Samuel and Saul 
in the Christian Century.  When Saul, whom Samuel anoints as king, begins his reign he 
has enormous promise.  Saul is tall, handsome, and naturally commanded attention.  
He has charisma!  However, Saul loses the trust of God and is now being replaced.  
The people clamor for a king, but they aren’t particularly excited about Saul.  Yet 
Samuel supports him.  He supports Saul even as he fails to meet God’s expectations. 
He is boastful, indecisive, and acts rashly.  He fails to execute the battle plan as 
dictated by God, and lies about it.  That’s it! God decides it’s time for a new king. 

God is moving on but Samuel can’t.  Samuel grieves over Saul but also grieves about 
how he became entangled in this mess.  Is Samuel losing God’s trust by his association 
with Saul?  God challenges Samuel and says, “Samuel, it’s time to move on, we have 
work to do together.  Samuel is offered God’s grace by simply moving forward. 

Samuel decides to trust in God and God sends him to Jesse to find the new king among 
Jesse’s sons.  God specifically tells Samuel not to look to look at appearances or size 
“…for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look upon outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart.”  Jesse sends seven of his sons before Samuel, but none 
are chosen.  Finally, Jesse sends his youngest who is small, ruddy, and has just 
returned from herding the sheep.  This small young boy, David, is selected by Samuel 
who has now placed his trust in God.  David will become the greatest of all the kings of 
Israel.  However, David has little in common with Saul.  No one, not even his father, 
Jesse, see any royalty potential in this shepherd boy.  Despite his humble beginnings 
and his many flaws, David becomes the greatest king of the Israelites.  

We live in a society where “bigger is better”, “size matters”, and “wealth” is important.  
While bigger and larger men tend to do better in playing in professional football, one of 
the shortest quarterbacks in the history of the NFL is Russel Wilson!  Size also seems 
to matter when we talk about wealth.  Where are you from?  What is your occupation?  
How important to God is your family status, your wealth, your education, or your 
accomplishments?  What do you think is important to God, especially about YOU?  
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Samuel’s experience shows us that God looks in the secret places of the heart, not 
outward appearances. To see others as God saw David requires our trust in God. 

Facing the Mountain by Daniel Brown, author of Boys in the Boat is a true story about 
Japanese American heroes in WWII.  The author states the Puritan idea at that time 
was that wealth is an indicator of divine notion.  The Anglo-Saxon race was naturally 
superior to other races and therefore best suited for controlling society.  I think, 
unfortunately, this notion still lingers with us as we struggle with white superiority, black 
lives matter, discrimination of Asians, illegal immigrants, and Muslims.   

How might God be inviting us to see God’s grace in circumstances, people, or events in 
today’s world?  How is God’s grace flowing to those people who disagree with us 
politically, refuse to get vaccinated, or have different color skin, or practice a different 
religion?  

Psalm 20 tells us to trust in the Lord.  Verse 7 says, “Some put their trust in chariots and 
some in horses, but we will call upon the Name of the Lord our God.” Obviously, Saul 
failed to put his trust in God in contrast to David.  The Israelites were inconsistent in 
trusting God. If they consistently had followed the motto, “In God We Trust” their history 
might have been different.  “In God We Trust” implies that if we as a Nation place our 
trust in God then individual citizens and elected leaders will do the same.  Unfortunately, 
as you are well aware, that is not happening.  The good news is that each of us, 
individually, can put our trust in God and follow God in our daily lives.  Do you put your 
trust in God? When?  How often?  How do you follow God? 

Paul tells us that “…we walk by faith, not by sight.”  We know that no matter what 
happens in our lives God has prepared something better for us.  We may not always 
see, but our faith beholds the beauty that awaits us.  We have the love of Jesus who 
died for our sins and the love and grace of God to prepare us and guide us.  Professor 
David Brakke discusses Paul and his letters to the Corinthians in the Great Courses 
Understanding the New Testament.  The community of Corinthian believers was rife 
with division which reflected the social and economic diversity of the congregation.  
Almost all Gentiles, not Jews, the believers differed in status and power – socially, 
economically, intellectually, and religiously.  Some were wealthy, others were laborers, 
some were free, some were slaves, some had education, some did not.  The result was 
these differences led to conflict.  In addition, Paul was conflicted.  He complained 
bitterly about rival, Christian missionaries whom he referred to as “super-apostles.”  
These super-apostles seemed to be superior in their rhetorical talents and ability to 
perform miracles.  Paul apparently was not a good speaker and unimpressive in person.  
However, he made up for it with his letters which have survived for over 2000 years and 
become a major part of the New Testament.   

Today’s Gospel about the mustard seed relates to the Kingdom of God, personal faith, 
and how a tiny bit of faith can grow into something more significant.  The mustard seed 
is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it is sown it grows and spreads into the largest of 
all shrubs.  The Kingdom of God can be compared to the growth of a seed.  When you 
plant a seed, you can go to sleep and not worry about its growth for awhile.  A seed 
doesn’t need us to stay awake for it to grow.  We plant it, water it, and give it what it 
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needs for sustenance.  But making it grow is up to God.  Whether it is the seed or us we 
must remember that it is God who gives us the growth. 

Each of us is like a garden.  What is the soil of your life like?  How do you tend to your 
“garden” or your neighbor’s “garden”?  Do you make it easier for others to let God’s 
Kingdom grow in their lives?  How do you spread the Kingdom around in your life? 

One way to view Christ Church is to picture several concentric circles with progressively 
smaller circles fitting inside the largest circle.  The largest circle is the Community 
Circle. Inside this circle are the people we are trying to reach.  They don’t attend Christ 
Church but may enter our “Kingdom” when they visit the Red Door, take part in Mindful 
Poetry, Contemplative Creativity, Centering Prayer, Kiwanis, Rotary, or community 
activities.  They may volunteer at the Red Door or may be doing something for others in 
the community but if they even attend church, it’s a different one.   

The Occasional Circle is inside the Community circle and represents the group of 
people who occasionally consider Christ Church to be their church.  They may not come 
all the time, but if asked where they go to church, they might say, “Christ Church 
Anacortes”.  They attend Christmas and Easter services, but that’s the extent of their 
involvement.  However, they may volunteer at the Red Door or participate in community 
activities.   

The next circle, Christ Church Circle, has people who attend more frequently, usually 
contribute financially, but don’t become too involved.  You see them occasionally on 
Sundays (in normal times).   

Inside the Christ Church Circle is the Committed Circle.  They attend regularly, are 
serving Christ Church in some way, and are committed.   

The smallest circle is the Core Circle.  This group is the smallest in number and the 
most committed.  They are continually serving, giving, and leading in some way.   

What is important is that each time you enter into any of these circles you are entering 
the Kingdom of God.  Which is unique about each circle is that you do not have to be 
tall, beautiful or handsome, wealthy, or educated.  You simply have to show up, “plant 
your mustard seed”, follow God, and let God allow it to grow.  Just like God’s grace with 
Samuel each time you are in your circle you are nurturing your soil is nurtured and 
allowing God to grow your mustard seed and expand your Kingdom.  Each time you are 
experiencing the Kingdom of God. 

Think about the Red Door.  When someone enters the Red Door that person is 
spending time in the Kingdom of God.  This person could be a customer, a volunteer, or 
an employee.  Those who enter the Red Door are from all of the circles of Christ 
Church. Some who enter may be overwhelmed with their struggles in life.   However, 
everyone who enters experiences the grace of God, the love of Jesus, and the Kingdom 
of God.  When you volunteer you are “living” in the Kingdom of God.  You are sharing 
your love of Christ with the customers and your co-workers.  The customers, even for a 
moment, are living with you in God’s Kingdom.  Through you the love and grace of God  
shining down upon them. 
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As we start this beautiful June week today, ask yourself how are you tending to your 
mustard seed?  How do you respond to those who lead with hate and fear.  Do you treat 
others with love and allow God’s grace to shine upon them through you?  We have a 
living example to follow with God’s son, Jesus Christ.  Ask yourself, “What would Jesus 
do?” Are you putting your trust in God, following God, and sharing your love of Christ 
with others?   AMEN 


