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The Reverend Diane Ramerman 
2021-07-04 
 
Year B July 4 
Mark 6:1-13 
“using my voice” 
 
My grand daughter Grace just turned fifteen.  She recently shared her essay written for her 
global civics class.   This is how she began: 
 

American culture is the idea of freedom.  For decades people worldwide have come to 
the United States for a better life, for freedom.  

 
Now, Grace’s teacher took issue with her use of the word idea, suggesting she meant ideal.  But, 
idea is exactly what she meant. 
 
We don’t just aspire to “freedom” in a generic sense, Grace says, we state the freedoms 
specifically in our the Bill of Rights.  Grace continues,   
 

Depending on someone’s race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality, those freedoms can be 
taken away. ...the idea of America being the land of the free is an oxymoron.  Many 
believe the united states is the country where you can be who you want to be. [But] the 
rights of a person are based on who you are.   

 
All in all, those are pretty bold statements.  The idea of freedom, that in practice does not apply 
to all –  because rights are based on who you are.  This,  from the generation coming of age in 
our nation, the young people to whom we entrust our country’s future.  I think we need to listen. 
 
I find it inspiring and hopeful on this 4th of July.  In this place in our history, we older adults are 
battling over ideas and ideals like Black Lives Matter, and whether critical race theory should be 
taught in schools.  Grace confronts two significant – and very basic – facts of our national life.     
 
First, there is disconnect between our  words – the  Bill of Rights– and our deeds, that is, our 
societal norms and governance.   What we say and what we do just don’t match up.  Second, 
our investment in social norms – or we might say, socially constructed categories– and our belief 
in  our own preferences, are more powerful than the words of the Bill of Rights.   We elevate 
our preferences into ‘ social norms’ and then empower those social constructs over and above the 
words of the Bill of Rights. All people – or just these people–  have rights. Again, what we say 
and what we do just don’t match up.  
 
Scripture  provides many  examples of the power of socially constructed categories to 
influence, and sometimes to overwhelm,  our response to God.  And there are also examples of 
how the human capacity for faith  transcends our social constructs.   
 
Consider the Hebrew Testament reading this morning –  part of the call of the prophet Ezekiel. 
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O Mortal, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you...  Mortal, I am sending you to 
the people of Israel, a nation of rebels who have transgressed against me to this very 
day...I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’ 
Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that 
there has been a prophet among them. 

 
Tell them ‘thus says the Lord God.’  They may not listen to you, but speak anyway.  Ouch.   
What a call to ministry!  And yet, reassuring.  Ezekiel is invited to accept that some will not 
listen, and not to be discouraged.      
 
That’s not too different from Jesus’ commission to his disciples in our reading from Mark.  
  

“If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off 
the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.’ 

 
Some people won’t listen, but don’t take it personally.  Just go on to the next town and try 
again.   
 
The power of words. The words of the Lord.  The commissioning of the faithful to speak out. 
And the propensity of us mortals not to listen.  
 
Jesus’ instruction to his disciples  follows directly on his experience in his home town, where 
his words – his teachings – are rejected. The people of Nazerth believe in their own preferences, 
their social construct.  How could someone they’ve known as a child – who is merely the 
carpenter’s son– teach? Where does he get all this stuff? This so-called wisdom? What  is his 
authority? Just look at his deeds of power!  They are offended as much as they are astounded, 
for this is a simple man and not someone special according to their social construct, their 
preferences.  The carpenter’s son could not have such authority and power!  Astonishment and 
offence.  
 
The villagers’ unbelief – their incredulity – is not a passive obstacle, it is an active problem. 
They do not ignore Jesus, they reject him.  In the face of their unbelief, Mark tells us, Jesus 
“could do no deed of power there.”   
 
In contrast, consider these examples where faith of one or two overcomes the expectations of 
social construct and norms.    Jairus, whose daughter is dead –  Jesus says she is merely 
sleeping and takes her by the hand to raise her. Yes, the people might say, Jairus is one of the 
rich and powerful, so Jesus’s healing her makes sense.  
 
Over there is  the hemorrhaging woman – one of the poor and marginalized who has been sick 
for more than ten years – she knows that if she merely touches Jesus’ cloak she will be healed.  
And she is.   
 
And just here are those young men who act selflessly on behalf of their friend, a paralytic, and 
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lower  him through the roof to be placed in front of the crowd where Jesus is healing others. 
 
In each of these stories, the faith of a few is highlighted against the backdrop of the societal 
norms of those who would say, what,   these people are healed?  Jesus notices and cares for one 
woman in a crowd of many, just as he cares for the child of a rich man; and Jesus heals when the 
friends in a community care for one another.  
  
Again and again, in these gospel stories,  the disciples and other witnesses seem taken by 
surprise –  because their understanding of social norms and preferences tell them something 
different.   
 
I wonder – are we in this country stuck in a place of unbelief like the villagers in Jesus’ 
hometown? Of incredulity about the idea of freedom?  Does the Bill of Rights apply to all?  
 
We have disconnected ourselves from the words of the Bill of Rights by investing in our own 
societal preferences, arguing that some  among us are less worthy, less able...different,  less 
deserving. You fill in the blanks. 
 
Jesus confidently shares his power, his authority with these disciples who follow him and share  
his faith in God.  Faith and  authority go together.  As with the prophet Ezekiel, the authority 
to speak the word of God brings responsibility to proclaim and to heal.   
 
Words and deeds that match. In our contemporary Christian language, evangelism (words) and 
mission (deeds).  
 
Integrity and balance between ‘doing the word’ and ‘speaking the word.’  If you believe in His 
actions, you have to trust in His words. 
 
Which brings me back to Grace’s essay.  The Bill of Rights, the idea of freedom and rights for 
all. How we as a country do this idea of freedom counts.  ‘The land of the free’ is an oxymoron 
to our teenage Grace. She observes pointedly,  
 
 The white middle class male’s rights are not the same as those of a poor black woman.  
 
Grace asks the same question that Ezekiel and the disciples likely asked when they were 
commissioned, “Can I change people’s views using my voice?” 
 
Yes, Grace, you can, with God’s help. 
Amen. 
 
The Rev. Diane Ramerman 
July 4, 2021 


