
Saturday, July 17, 2021

Pentecost 7 / Proper 11 (B)

Earth from the Moon 
- In August 1966, the world received its first view of earth taken from a 

spacecraft orbiting the moon.

• It was a black and white photo taken during Lunar Orbiter 1’s 16th 
circuit of the moon. In the foreground was the barren, lifeless moon and 
just above the moon’s horizon was the earth, half in the shadow of the 
moon, 

• For many of us, this brought home the understanding that we people, 
animals and growing things were all sharing this small spaceship in the 
solar system, that we all were in this together. 

- That was the understanding of humankind that Paul wrote about two 
millennia ago: 

• Where, in Ephesians, he presents  vision of a common humanity, 

- where Jesus Christ is our peace; the one who has broken down the 
dividing walls, the hostility between peoples, 

- where we are no longer strangers and aliens, but we are citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God.

Barbarians.    and Chosen Peoples 
- Paul’s vision of a common humanity was fairly avant-garde thinking, 

certainly in his day…and it still remains so today, it seems. 

- In Paul’s Day the walls and hostility that separated people were very real

• Many of the Jews of the time believed that humanity was divided into 
two parts: Jews and Gentiles. 
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- The chosen and those who were not; 

• Biblical scholar William Barclay writes that orthodox Jews of the time 
thanked God that they were not created as women or as Gentiles. 

- It was unlawful for a Jewish midwife to help a Gentile in childbirth 
because that would imply bringing another contemptible Gentile into 
the world. 

- If a Jewish young person married a Gentile, the Jewish family would 
hold a funeral service for their child as if they were dead. 

- But the Jews were certainly not alone in thinking of themselves as the 
Chosen People to the exclusion of all others. 

• The Greeks had a name for peoples who didn’t speak Greek: 
Barbarians.

- Which means babblers, those people who made unintelligible 
sounds: ba-ba-ba

• The Romans added a negative connotation to the word barbarian, 
which they used to describe anyone who didn’t follow Roman tradition

- And, of course, there were Roman citizens…and everyone else, a 
distinction that Paul used to his own advantage at times. 

- But Jesus Christ came to put an end to these barriers, to hostility, to 
exclusivism. 

• He didn’t come to establish himself as a Messiah for the House of 
David and build a nationalistic kingdom

• Instead, Paul writes, speaking of Jews and Gentiles, Jesus created in 
himself one new humanity in place of the two

• Jesus built the new reign of God, in which all are included

- Because Jesus had the wider view of this planet earth; 
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• He realized that we’re all in this together

• In Jesus, the church is universal and includes people from almost every 
nation, culture, class and region. 

- Sadly, we Christians have a long history of messing with the Plan. 

• During the Middle Ages, Christians slaughtered and persecuted Jews

- Christians drove Jews and Muslims out of Spain - where they had 
lived in peace for centuries

- Catholics fought against Protestants, Protestants fought against 
Catholics and other Protestants. 

• And where there is not overt killing of other peoples, we have iron 
curtains, bamboo curtains, trade and tariff barriers and barriers of 
caste, class and religion. 

- It seems that many Christians seemingly hold the belief that, yes, we 
were created in the image of God, but when that happened God must 
have been thinking about our own particular image.

• Indeed, in my own mind, this is one of the reasons that Christians in 
Canada and the USA sent native children into boarding schools: 

- In addition to the overt reasons of cultural genocide, the brief seems 
to have been that  native people, in their native state, were only 
partially human and not acceptable to God, 

• but if we could assimilate them and erase their culture 

- We could turn children into our own image and make them more 
acceptable to God’s original plan for all people. 

• The Episcopal Church in the United States ran 18 residential boarding 
schools that had the mission of assimilating Native Americans to 
civilized ways. 
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- The Anglican Church in Canada, has gone through some deep soul-
searching and made some retributions for this sin of the near past, 

• However, the Episcopal Church has failed to examine its own 
complicity in the cultural genocide of Native people in those 
schools. 

- I do not know how we as a church will work through that 

• or even how I, as an Episcopalian will work through the challenges that 
exist our society 

• or even how I will better understand the meaning of justice in our 
society or even in my life. 

- At yet, we being offered the beginnings of a pathway to hope. 

Sacred Ground 
- One of the means the Episcopal Church is using to break down the walls 

that separate us is a study series called “Sacred Ground” 

• This is a film-based dialogue series puts attention on issues related to 
race (white, black, native American, Latino (or Latinex, …

- Sacred Ground also examines how these issues relate to family 
history, class status, regional identity and political identity. 

• This is a part of a long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation 
and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, and our society. 

- This series is much in-depth than the usual Sunday Adult Formation 
series we hold here at Christ Church, and we’re still in the exploration 
stage of how and when we will do this series. 

- The current plan is to start in the Fall and run for a number of months 
thereafter, 
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• But I wanted to mention this now, because I believe that Paul’s letter to 
the Ephesians serves as a good Biblical underpinning of what we 
should all be striving for. 

•  It is my hope that the Sacred Ground study will help me to better 
practice tolerance and thoughtfulness. 

• My hope is that I will have a better understanding of how to work for 
peace between various races, between various regions and even 
across the Red-Blue divide. 

• My hope is that I will have a more informed love for Christ, the Messiah 
who calls us to break down the walls of hostility and to build an 
inclusive temple of justice and reconciliation. 

- We, as the Church, are called to model this necessary future, because, 
as we have seen from the moon, we here on Mother Earth are all in this 
together. 
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